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China is bound to
be a threat to

India in the years to
come. This was stated
by Indian Army's Vice
Chief Sarath Chand
even as a stand-off
between Indian and
Chinese troops continues along the border in the Sikkim
sector.
With a large landmass, huge resources and a large standing
army, China is bound to be a threat as the enemy is racing
with the US in militarisation.
According to latest figures released by Stockholm Interna-
tional Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), the US remains
world's largest spender on defence registering a growth of
1.7 per cent between 2015 and 2016 to $611 billion while
China is second on the list spending $215 billion in 2016,
an increase of 5.4 percent. 
India was fifth largest military spender in the world in 2016
at $55.9 billion, with its military expenditure growing
around 8.5 per cent from the previous year. Further, a large
amount of China's defence spending remains undeclared.
A stand-off is continuing between Indian and Chinese troops
along the border in the Sikkim sector, after China attempted
road construction in Bhutan's territory around mid-June.
Both sides have reinforced troops and are maintaining po-
sition along the border, with no signs of a withdrawal soon.
In this backdrop, it is time the union government takes a
bold step and put an end for the domination of the China on
the borders and the people of this country are ready to
welcome the decision and face the consequences in the in-
terest of the nation.
Also, it is time for the NGOs and social organizations to
rouse the feelings of nationalism and patriotism among the
people, while people should come forward for sacrifices as
a mark of solidarity for the Indian soldiers who are guarding
us round the clock. 
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‘Soul of India resides in pluralism,
need to eschew violence’

Wonder kid of
martial arts

Outgoing President Pranab Mukherjee said that
soul of India resides in pluralism and tolerance and
the country must free its public discourse from all
forms of violence, physical as well as verbal.
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UGLY TRUTH ABOUT
ATTRACTIVENESS
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JioPhone will
force incumbents
to protect
subscribers

Reliance Jio's newly
launched JioPhone, will
pose a stiff challenge to
incumbents to protect
their subscriber market
share, according to
analysts. According to
the global investment
banking firm Jefferies, the
monthly plan compares
favourably against the
blended average revenue
per unit  of top three
incumbents, but it does
provide a cap.

In today’s appearance-driven world, body image
can be a powerful influence on our choices and
behaviors, especially related to dieting. That
image is sometimes shaped or distorted by many
factors, including mass media images, parents,
relationships, even our moods. 
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The Telangana government
has extended till November
2018 the time for construc-

tion major Larsen & Toubro (L&T)
to complete Hyderabad Metro Rail
project.

The original construction
period for the 71.16 km elevated
metro ended on July 4 but the
project could not be completed due
to court cases in acquisition of
some critical properties.

After detailed technical presen-
tations by the concessionaire
L&TMRHL (L&T Metro Rail Hy-
derabad Limited), independent en-
gineer Louis Berger, and HMRL
(Hyderabad Metro Rail Limited)
and several rounds of discussions,
the government agreed to give an
extension of 17 months.

According to HMRL Managing
Director NVS Reddy, the conces-
sionaire has been permitted to com-
plete the entire project other than
the 5 km stretch in the Old City and
about 1 km stretch between Hitec
city and Raidurg by November
2018.

While agreeing for this time ex-
tension, the interests of the govern-
ment have been protected, he said.

The state government advised
L&TMRHL and HMRL to gear up
for launching the completed
stretches of the project in the next
few months and also to complete
corridor-I (Miyapur-LB Nagar: 29
km) and corridor-III (Nagole-Hitec
City: 27 km) by the end of 2007.

As per the concession agree-
ment signed with the then govern-
ment of united Andhra Pradesh in
2010, the project should have been

completed by July 4, 2017.
Though the concession agree-

ment for Rs 14,132 crore project,
said to be the largest metro project
in the world in public-private part-
nership, was signed in September
2010, the work could commence
only in July 2012, L&TMRHL of-
ficials had earlier said.

L&TMRHL in 2011 had
achieved financial closure for Rs
16,375 crore - Rs 14,132 crore for
the metro rail system and Rs.2,243
crore for the first phase of real
estate development.

Both the components of the
project are being financed through
an equity of 30 percent and 70
percent by debt.

L&TMRHL officials had said
last year that the project cost may
have been escalated by Rs 2,500-
3,000 crore.

L&T gets extension to complete
Hyderabad metro
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The Indian Railways makes much hullabaloo
about safety of passengers on its trains. It uses

sophisticated buses to transport the Railway Protec-
tion Force (RPF) personnel from one place to
another. However, the schools run by railways still
use unsafe and open trucks to ferry its students for
the practice sessions and also to the Independence
Day celebrations causing serious concern over the
safety of the kids.

Though the Supreme Court guidelines for safer
transportation of school children came into effect
from May 2013, the railway school authorities con-
tinue to ferry the kids in open trucks. Concerned cit-
izens took the pictures of the kids being ferried in
open truck to a play ground for the practice session
to prepare them for the Independence Day celebra-
tions. The concerned citizens demand stern action
against the officials responsible for the unsafe fer-
rying of the kids in open trucks. They also demand
safe mode of transport for the kids.

Railway school
ferry’s kids in
open trucks
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MANDHARAVIKUMAR

She is just 12 years old. But she
achieved what many of us

cannot even dream about. The
seventh standard student has
created many records more than
her age. 

With the encouragement of her
parents, Dr G S Gopal Reddy and
G Madhavi, the little kid G
Amrutha Reddy worked hard to
master the martial art at a very
young age and secured two black
belts. 

Starting with district events,
Amrutha took part in numerous
competitions at the state and na-
tional level and won medals. A few
among the many competitions she
took part include Shitoku-Kai
Karate-Do India held at Bengaluru,
28th National Karate Champi-
onship held at Kurukshetra and
first Telangana Open Martial Arts
Championship held at Hyderabad.                  

The Karate kid began her im-
pressive performances ever since
she was five years of age and she
never looked back. She has two
black belt certificates – Keni-Ei
Mabuni Shiti-Ryu Karate School of
India held in Erode and Keni-Ei
Mabuni Shiti-Ryu Karate School of
India held in Bengaluru – to her
credit.

What more! She found her way
to the Guinness Book of World

Records, Wonder Book of World
Records, World Amaging Record,
Super Kids Record, Book of Little
Records and The Book of Telan-

gana Records with her perform-
ances. Her daring performance on
the occasion of third formation day
of Telangana by sleeping on a bed
of 1096 nails and breaking 36
granite stones in just 2.58 seconds
brought her laurels and the feat was
recorded in Wonder Book of World
Records.

Currently pursuing seventh
standard at Abhyudaya High
School in Bakaram in Hyderabad,
Amrutha’s aim is to take part in
Olympics and win medals for the
country. On her career front, the
little girl wants to become an IPS
officer and serve the nation.

Wonder
kid of
martial
arts
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AMuslim lawyer in Be-
gusarai district of Bihar
has reportedly converted

to Hinduism along with his two
sons.

According to reports, Mo-
hammed Anwar, 46, alleged that
his family was being forced to
follow the Sharia law by Muslim
hardliners and so he, along with his
sons, Mohammed Amir, 11, and
Mohammed Shabir, 9, decided to
embrace Hinduism.

"I am a liberal. I used to visit
temples and mosques both, but
hardliners in my community ob-
jected to it," Anwar told media
persons. "I was threatened for par-
ticipating in events organised by
Hindus."

Anwar claimed that he then
contacted members of the Bajrang

Dal who told him about Hinduism.
"I was convinced that Hinduism
was not a religion but a way of life.
So, I decided to follow their
advice," he said.

Rejecting reports of any pres-
sure, Begusarai Superintendent of
Police Ranjeet Mishra said that
Anwar had taken the step on his

own accord.
"I have given an affidavit

making it clear that I have taken
my decision out of my will,'' Anwar
clarified.

Shubham Bhardwaj, district co-
ordinator of Bajrang Dal, said that
that he had been contacted by
Anwar himself and that after listen-
ing to his ordeal, he helped the
Muslim family convert to Hin-
duism.

"He was continuously harassed
by the local Imam and their sup-
porters. They were forcing them to
offer Namaz five times in a day,
and he was threatened for visiting
temples. Recently, his house was
attacked by hardliners, forcing him
to seek our help. Our volunteers
saved him and his family," Bhard-
waj said. Anwar has been renamed
Anand Bharti, and his sons Aman
Bharti and Suman Bharti.

Muslim lawyer converts to
hinduism in Bihar

I am a liberal. I used to
visit temples and
mosques both, but
hardliners in my

community objected
to it," Anwar told
media persons. "I
was threatened for
participating in

events organised by
Hindus.





Drug cartels
make inroads

in city as
officials look

the other way
The hubbub of questioning film personalities in connection with the
much hyped drug racket has almost died down. The Prohibition and
Excise officials appear to have failed to find anything big by
questioning about a dozen film personalities.  Instead, the direction
of investigations brought to the fore the ground realities such as
political pressure under which the enforcement agencies work
when big stakes are involved, sources told The News. >>
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Leaving aside the educa-
tional institutions where
hundreds of students are
addicted to drugs, the

excise officials chose to grill film
personalities obviously to grab at-
tention besides appeasing the polit-
ical bosses, the sources said.

At one point, the prohibition
and excise enforcement director,
Akun Sabharwal, was reprimanded
by the deputy chief minister,
Kadiam Srihari, for making it
public that students of several
reputed educational institutions
were linked with the drug racket. 

This made the officer to
abandon the probe into the failure
of the educational institutions to
check drug abuse. Further, it is said
the IT minister, K T Rama Rao,
who is the son of chief minister, K
Chandrasekhar Rao, had allegedly
prevented the excise officials from
probing the links of software pro-
fessionals with the drug racket.

Though anxious parents wanted
the excise officials to set the things
right in the educational institutions,
the department had little choice and
was forced to concentrate only on
the film personalities, sources said.

Even in the film industry, some
bigwigs were spared, sources said.
There have been allegations that
the excise department did not have
to courage to call the managements
of some pubs owned by the rela-
tives of ruling party leaders.

Keeping the allegations and
counter allegations aside, what
baffles the people is that several or-
ganized drug cartels are operating
in Hyderabad thanks to the lack of
coordination between enforcement
agencies and lack of political
resolve to fight the growing
menace due to various reasons.

Organized drug cartels have

made Hyderabad their base since
2000, but the enforcement agencies
have miserably failed to foresee the
consequences and remained silent
spectators, in a way helping the
cartels have a free run.

The activities of organized drug
ring on a large scale came to light
when city police arrested five
persons including a deputy super-
intendent of police attached to the
Greyhounds in 2000. The drug ring

The Special Investigation Team (SIT) probing
the drug racket grilled dozen film personali-

ties over a period of two weeks.
Those who were grilled include popular di-

rector Puri Jagannadh, actors Ravi Teja, Tarun,
Navdeep, Taneesh, Subbaraju, Nandu, actresses
Charmme Kaur, Mumait Khan, cinematographer
Shyam K Naidu, art director Dharma Rao aka
Chinna and Srinivasa Rao.

The SIT collected blood, hair and nail
samples from Jagannadh, Subbaraju and few
others but Charmme, Mumait Khan, Ravi Teja
refused to give their samples.

Charmme had even approached the High
Court days before she was to appear before the
SIT. The High Court refused to permit her to take
her advocate along with her, but said the SIT
cannot collect the samples without her consent.

FILM PERSONALITIES
GRILLED
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had links to Mumbai underworld.
According to an officer who

headed the narcotics wing in the
Crime Investigation Department
(CID) in combined Andhra
Pradesh, fighting drugs has never
been a priority for the police and
the prohibition and excise depart-
ments.

A former director general of
police told The Hans India that
police have always been occupied
with other tasks such as counter
terror operations, law and order
issues and handling traditional
crimes. Faced with serious staff
crunch, immediate focus of the
police was always on containing
traditional crime and counter terror
operations.

Top brass always felt fighting
drugs was the job of prohibition
and excise, anti-narcotics wing of
the CID and the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB), a central govern-
ment department, the former DGP
said.

Further, police officials have
always been working for the fulfill-
ment of unit chiefs and the unit
chiefs guided the police personnel
to work according to the priorities
of the political bosses. So, fighting
drug menace has never been the
priority for the police, the former
DGP said.

Echoing the same opinion, an
intelligence officer said the intelli-
gence has been busy handling
Maoists, then terrorists and now
politics. These days, the job of in-
telligence is reduced to political in-
telligence and counter terrorist
measures. “We have never been
asked to look into drug cartels,” the
officer said on condition of
anonymity.

On the other hand, NCB offi-
cials say that they have a small set
up in the state headquarters to
guide the state police and train the

Drug ring boss trapped
girls to spread network
Calvin Mascarenhas, the kingpin of the new drug ring that has

been bust by the Prohibition and Excise department this month,
has trapped and utilized the services of dozens of girls to spread his
network.

He began abusing cannabis while pursuing engineering. After
completing his engineering, Calvin started developing friendship
with easy going girls and made them drug addicts, sources said.

Calvin was so clever that he used to first identify individual girls
from different sectors such as entertainment industry, pug going
girls, software industry, schools and colleges and developed friend-
ship with them. He was extra cautious in ensuring that those girls
never meet each other. Then he made them drug addicts by offering
the narcotics free of cost, sources said.

Ones the girls become addicted to drugs, he used to demand
physical pleasures in return for the stuff. Then he made the girls get
lure people from their respective fields for drug abuse and thus
steadily built a strong customer base, sources said.

This methodical modus operandi of Calvin came to light after
Prohibition and Excise officials took him into custody for question-
ing. Sources said majority of the contact list on his mobile phone
included girls whom he used as pawns for spreading his customer
base.

The officials plan to call the girls and question them confiden-
tially to ascertain the names of all customers. The officials expect
to the number of drug abusers may swell after questioning the girls
who were used as pawns by Calvin, sources said.
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local police in handling narcotics
cases. There has to be a perfect co-
ordination between the local police,
prohibition and excise, anti-nar-
cotics cell of the CID.

Since there is no focus on fight
against drugs, some lower and even
middle level officials in the en-
forcement agencies look at it as an
opportunity to make quick bucks
by facilitating the drug cartels
through different methods, the of-
ficials said.

Sources said that an anti-nar-
cotics task force headed by an
officer of the rank of Inspector

General should be constituted and
a state level coordination commit-
tee under the chairmanship of
Chief Secretary of the state should
be convened at regular intervals.

All the enforcement agencies
connected to drug law enforcement
including the NCB should be called
for the meeting to discuss the plan
and strategy and the NCB provides
assistance by way of providing
funds, training for drug law en-
forcement officers and drug detec-
tion and testing kits. However,
nothing that sort has been happen-
ing in the state, sources said.

Instead, city police will occa-
sionally catch some Nigerians and
put them behind bars without going
deep to track the origin of the drugs
and crack the entire drug cartel.
Some efforts, however, were made
when A K Khan was the city police
commissioner and Stephen Ravin-
dra was the west zone deputy com-
missioner of police.

During his stint, Khan had
opened an exclusive anti-narcotics
cell in the city police with some in-
frastructure. However, subsequent
officers, had no inclination towards
fighting drug menace, rendered the
anti-narcotics cell toothless.

This has led the Nigerian drug
peddlers languishing in prisons
came in touch with local criminals
and spread their network unimag-
inably, a senior police officer said.
The latest drug bust by the prohibi-
tion and excise department is only
a tip of the ice berg, he said.

The official said there was an
urgent need for the state govern-
ment and the drug law enforcement
agencies to take steps on a war
footing to fight the fast growing
menace and save the next genera-
tion from falling prey to drugs.

The Special Investigation Team (SIT)
probing drug racket made a surprise

arrest in the case when the team laid its
hands on Dandu Anish, former NASA sci-
entist.

Anish, an aero space engineer from US
and his friend Ritul Agarwal of Somajiguda
were arrested last month for their role in
drug deals. Excise officials seized 16 units of LSD
from them. Anish had accessed dark web at least
eight times and ordered different quantities of
cocaine, LSD and MDMA, officials said.

According to excise cops, Anish is a US citizen
and studied at Doon School, Dehradun. He worked

as a collision analyst for NASA Goddard
Space Flight Center between 2008 and
2009.

Based on the information given by him,
excise officials arrested Ritul, a BBA grad-
uate from ICFAI. Currently, he is looking
after the steel business his family owns.

The duo used to order narcotic sub-
stances through dark web and paid through Bit coins
and Crypto currency. The drugs delivered to them
by courier bear Netherland markings, officials said.

The two high profile drug peddlers are believed
to have widespread network of drug abusers in view
of their educational and financial backgrounds. 

Former NASA scientist in drug deals
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This is a call for action that
poses a huge challenge to
the accomplishment of goal

number one of the UN’s sustain-
able development goals (SDGs):
ending poverty in all its forms and
dimensions.

As the UN High Level Political
Forum meets on July 10 to discuss
poverty eradication and track
progress on the SDGs, the interna-
tional community at large must
take swift action to address this
issue.

The OPHI report used the
Global Multidimensional Poverty
Index, first introduced in 2010,
which comprises a series of meas-
ures that assess deprivations in
health, education and living stan-
dards to find out how many chil-
dren are what are called
“multidimensionally poor”. When

looking at populations across 103
low and middle-income countries
for which data is available, the re-
search team found that children
represent 48% of the multidimen-
sional poor – and account for two
out of every five children in these
countries.

Some 87% of the 689m are
growing up in South Asia and in
Sub-Saharan Africa – around 300m
in each region. In Ethiopia, Niger
and South Sudan more than 90% of

all children are multidimensionally
poor. The report also found that
younger children, from birth to the
age of nine, are the poorest accord-
ing to the index – meaning more
action is needed to improve nutri-
tion and education in early stages
of life.

MOrE THAN jusT INcOME
There are diverse and comple-

mentary ways of measuring
poverty and, often, one measure

Nearly half of the world's
poor are now children 

Approximately 689 million
chldren across 103 countries
or 34 percent of the
population of these countries
constitute half of the world’s
poor and have a higher rate of
poverty than adults,
according to a new report
published by my colleagues
at the Oxford Poverty and
Human Development
Initiative (OPHI)
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alone does not provide the
full picture. The numbers
living in poverty can be dif-
ferent too.

In 2016, a joint report of
the World Bank and
UNICEF found that, glob-
ally, 385m children were
living on less than $1.90 a
day (£1.46) per person. But
using a different series of
measures the Global Multi-
dimensional Poverty Index
found that the number of
poor children rises to
689m.

Why this difference?
The Multidimensional
Poverty Index (MPI) draws
attention to indicators that
go beyond just income. It
assesses a range of depriva-
tions across health, educa-
tion and living standards
using ten indicators which
include nutrition, school at-
tendance and sanitation. A
person is identified as multidimen-
sionally poor if she or he is de-
prived in one-third or more of the
ten indicators. This captures how
people experience different depri-
vations simultaneously, and illumi-
nates key areas that need as much
attention as income.

These contrasts between differ-
ent measures are not only about
numbers but also about location.
For example, the World Bank and
UNICEF’s report using the
$1.90/day measure shows that the
percentage of income poor is 20%
in South Asia and 49% in Sub-
Saharan Africa. In comparison,
OPHI’s study shows that 44% of
poor children are in South Asia and
43% in Sub-Saharan Africa, indi-
cating that South Asia requires as
much attention as Sub-Saharan
Africa in the efforts to fight
poverty.

THE NEED fOr bETTEr DATA
Progress in global poverty re-

duction has been steady over the
past 20 years. According to the
2015 Millennium Development
Goals report, in 1990, half of the
people in developing countries
were living under the poverty line.
This proportion went down to 14%
in 2015. Extreme poverty at the
global level also declined more
than half, falling from one billion
in 1990 to 836m in 2015.

Despite this progress, efforts to
tackle global poverty and to
monitor it have sparked debate and
concerns when it comes to measur-
ing it, as the poorest people remain
invisible. For example, a World
Bank study showed that in the
period between 2002 and 2011,
61% of the countries in Sub-
Saharan Africa did not have ade-

quate data to monitor poverty
trends. Without this critical in-
formation targeting and policy
responses could be misguided.

The international community
has acknowledged the impor-
tance of strengthening the avail-
ability and production of data.
“We are almost blind when the
metrics on which action is based
are ill-designed or when they are
not well understood”, wrote the
renowned economists Joseph
Stiglitz, Amartya Sen and Jean-
Paul Fitoussi in 2010.

A cALL fOr AcTION
The results of the OPHI

report are a call for action to the
international community who
must act swiftly and with deter-
mination. As new data shines
light on aspects that were invis-
ible before, new policy re-
sponses must be crafted,
particularly for the younger gen-
eration growing up in poverty.
In 2015 the then-UN secretary-

general Ban Ki Moon said that the
Millenium Development Goals had
been “the most successful anti-
poverty movement in history” but
that more needed to be done.

The ConversationChildren are
our future but the future of this
rising generation is in peril. Global
leaders must do everything in their
power, not only to lift children out
of poverty, but to protect, nurture
and help them realise their full po-
tential. The most successful anti-
poverty movement will be the one
that leaves no one behind by
ending poverty in all its forms and
dimensions, everywhere.

Felipe Roa-Clavijo, Doctoral
Candidate in International Devel-
opment, University of Oxford

This article was originally pub-
lished on The Conversation. Read
the original article.
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The Andhra Pradesh Assembly will
resemble a diamond, inspired by

the Kohinoor, while High Court will be
shaped like a Buddhist stupa to signify
happiness, according to plans finalised
in a meeting with Chief Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu.

Naidu reviewed the detailed designs
for the new Assembly, the High Court
and the city infrastructure plan pre-
sented by representatives of the British
architectural firm Foster & Partners.

“I am excited that we have reached
the final stage. Not only in India, but people all over
the world have high expectations of this city. No one
has ever built a city of this scale from scratch”, said
the Chief Minister, according to a statement from his
office.

While the proposals had initially suggested a stupa-
like structure for the Assembly and a diamond shape
for the High Court, Naidu suggested that the two
design choices be interchanged.

“The stupa signifies happiness, and justice is the

greatest happiness I want my
people to feel, reflected by the
High Court. The Assembly build-
ing, at the centre of the city plan,
should be inspired by the historic
Kohinoor, which happens to be
born in this very land,” said
Naidu.

The CM also said that the
“Justice City” complex, compris-
ing the High Court and the judi-
ciary residency complexes would
have standards comparable to
London and Hong Kong.

He also said that the area con-
taining the High court and the judiciary residency com-
plexes, “Justice City”, will be compared to the
standards set by London and Hongkong.

Naidu also discussed various aspects of the city
plan such as eco-friendliness, energy infrastructure and
waste disposal, before giving his final nod. the Chief
Minister gave the final nod. The architecture firm will
meet Ministers in two days, to officially commence the
execution, after they meet with the Chief Justice to-
morrow, for more suggestions. 

Amaravathi Assembly
to resemble a diamond

Naidu reviewed the
detailed designs for
the new Assembly,
the High Court and

the city
infrastructure plan
presented by

representatives of
the British

architectural firm
Foster & Partners.
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Andhra Pradesh Excise Min-
ister KS Jawahar triggered
controversy when he

claimed that beer was a health
drink. Amid protests by women
over the state's new liquor policy,
he reportedly told a news channel
that the government would
promote beer as a health drink.

The Minister was talking about
the state's new excise policy on
July 4, when he claimed that beer
was a health drink. The anchor im-
mediately responded, asking the
Minister how he can make such a
statement, and how he would prove
that. Immediately, the Minister re-
sponded saying, "Who said beer is
not a health drink? I am ready to
prove it. Come here, and I will
prove it. How can I prove it
through television?"

It was also reported that he even
sent a WhatsApp message to the
channel, listing the "health bene-
fits" of beer, in a note titled '13
amazing benefits of beer'.

"The health benefits of beer

include anti-cancer properties, a
reduced risk of cardiovascular dis-
eases, increased bone density, pre-
vention of dementia and coronary
disease. It also aids the digestive
system, treats diabetes and has anti-
ageing properties," the news
agency quoted the note as saying.

YSRCP MLA Roja lashed out
at Chief Minister Chandrababu
Naidu and the Minister, and
accused the state of actively pro-
moting alcoholism and also dubbed
them 'anti-women'.

She also mockingly asked if
Jawahar was willing to come
forward for an alcohol test. Accord-
ing to reports, Naidu summoned
the Minister the same evening and
gave him a piece of his mind.

Since then, the Minister has
claimed that his comments were
taken out of context, and were used
to ridicule him on social media.

“I was reacting to a question on
promoting liquor as part of the new
excise policy. I said the govern-
ment does not encourage liquor
consumption, but tries to control it.
Since it is practically impossible to

prevent people from drinking, I
said it would be better to encourage
consumption of beer instead. Beer
is a healthier option compared to
other forms of liquor because it
contains very less alcohol,” the
Minister said.

Responding to Roja's challenge,
Jawahar said, "I also have a chal-
lenge. You and me will go for an
alcohol test. Let's see who has more
alcohol inside them. I'm ready to do
it publicly. Even those who criti-
cize, should be ready." 

Interestingly, the Minister also
said, "I didn't even know the differ-
ence between Beer and Breezer
until I took on the responsibility. It
was only after that, that I studied
the different types and different
brands of alcohol that are available,
and am now taking steps to curb
liquor in the state."

He also pleaded people to stop
his 'character assassination' on
social media, and said that his goal
was to see a liquor-free state. "I
would appeal to all the people, to
stop drinking immediately," he
said.

AP Minister calls
beer a 'health

drink’ 
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Andhra Pradesh's Interim Gov-
ernment Complex (IGC) at

Velagapudi witnessed yet another
leakage of water into the building,
as rainwater leaked into the offices
of AP HRD Minister Ganta Srini-
vasa Rao and Water Resources
Minister D Umamaheswara Rao on
July 18.

According to reports, the build-
ing's maintenance staff immedi-
ately got to work, mopping the
floor as water seeped into Block 4

of the Secretariat. This comes little
over a month after water flooded
the office of the Leader of Opposi-
tion YS Jaganmohan Reddy in the
newly-constructed AP Assembly.

The false ceiling of the
Revenue, Stamps and Registration
department had also fallen due to
rainwater seepage, while files and
other documents in some of the
offices were drenched.

Sensing an emergency,
APCRDA Vice-Chairman and the
state's Municipal Administration
Minister P Narayana rushed to the

Secretariat and inspected the
leakage. 

Speaking to media persons, he
claimed that it was a minor
problem and said that rainwater
had leaked due to the duct sheet on
the roof and added that the contrac-
tors of the project would be looking
after the building for two years.

“It is a very minor problem.
Don’t blow it out of proportions.
Small problems are bound to be
there even if we construct a house
of our own,” he said.

Opposition party YSRCP
lashed out at the state government
over the latest incident, alleging
that the state had struck a deal with
contractors, to build a poor-quality
complex.
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Rainwater seeps into
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The root of all problems af-
flicting India lies in its pop-
ulation explosion, said the

Taxpayers Association for Bharat
(TAXAB), a not-for-profit group,
here on July10.

It also launched a song "Main
Bharat Bol Raha Hoon..." to
remind people of the rising popula-
tion's telling impacts on our lives.

"Stephen Hawking says that we
have 100 years to move to another
planet... With climate change,
overdue asteroid strikes, epidemics
and population growth, our planet
is becoming increasingly precari-
ous," TAXAB President Manu
Gaur said at a press conference
here, quoting the famous British
scientist's warning published re-
cently in a Time magazine article.

To apprise those present of the

marked change in the scenario,
Gaur pointed to the boom in India's
population, which has increased by
four times since Independence in
1947.

"Although our country's land
area is only 2.5 per cent of world's
landmass, we have to provide for
17.5 per cent of world's total popu-
lation," he said.

If India kept up the same fertil-
ity rate of 2.1 per cent per year,
Gaur said, in the next 35 years "we
will add 90 crore more people to
our population".

"Even if we account for the 35
crore people dying in this period,
going by the current mortality rate,
still it's very high," Gaur added.

Addressing the media through a
recorded message, Green Revolu-
tion pioneer M.S. Swaminathan
stressed that happy families did not
produce many children.

He was seconded by Gaur, who
talking to IANS later, said: "The
states where the fertility rate is less
than the national average are some
of the most prosperous states."

Commonwealth Games Gold
medallist wrestler Geeta Phogat
was one of the celebrities who lent
support to the cause and vowed not
to have more than two children
herself. She was accompanied by
her husband Pawan Kumar, also a
wrestler.

Olympian wrestler Yogeshwar
Dutta was also present among the
panellists and spoke in favour of
population control.

To remind states of their duty in
"item 20(a) of the concurrent list in
Schedule 7 of the Constitution" to
"make policy on the subject", the
Taxab has written to the Governors
and Chief Ministers of all states
and Union Territories.

Population rise at root of
India's troubles
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Outgoing President Pranab
Mukherjee said that soul
of India resides in plural-

ism and tolerance and the country
must free its public discourse from
all forms of violence, physical as
well as verbal.

In his farewell address broad-
cast to the nation on July 24, he
said creation of an inclusive society
has to an article of faith. He called
for resurrecting the power of non-
violence.

Mukherjee, who had entered
parliament first in 1969, said for
the past 50 years of his public life,
his passion has been the service of
people of India. 

"I want to share with you some
truths that I have internalised in this
period. The soul of India resides in
pluralism and tolerance. India is
not just a geographical entity. It
carries a history of ideas, philoso-
phy, intellect, industrial genius,
craft, innovation and experience.
Plurality of our society has come
about through assimilation of ideas
over centuries," the President said.

He said multiplicity in culture,
faith and language is what makes
India special. 

"We derive our strength from
tolerance. It has been part of our
collective consciousness for cen-
turies. There are divergent strands
in public discourse. We may argue,
we may agree or we may not agree.

But we cannot deny the essential
prevalence of multiplicity of
opinion. Otherwise, a fundamental
character of our thought process
will wither away," he said.

Mukherjee, who demitted office
on July 25, said compassion and
empathy was the true foundation of
India's civilisation but "every day
we see increased violence around
us".

"At the heart of this violence is
darkness, fear and mistrust. We
must free our public discourse from
all forms of violence, physical as
well as verbal. Only a non-violent
society can ensure the participation
of all sections of the people, espe-
cially the marginalised and the dis-
possessed in the democratic

‘Soul of India resides
in pluralism, need to
eschew violence’
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process. "Power of non-violence
has to be resurrected to build a
compassionate and caring society,"
he said. 

Mukherjee said Mahatma
Gandhi saw India as an inclusive
nation where every section lived in
equality and moved forward unit-
edly in ever-widening thought and
action. 

"For us, creation of an inclusive
society has to be an article of
faith," he said. 

The President said financial in-
clusion was at the core of an equi-
table society and the poor must be
empowered to ensure that the fruits
of development reach the last
person. 

Mukherjee said as one ad-
vances in age, so does one's
propensity to sermonise. 

"But I have no sermon to make.
For the past fifty years of my
public life - my sacred text has
been the Constitution of India, my
temple has been the Parliament of
India and my passion has been the
service of the people of India," he
said. 

The President said that on the

eve of stepping down from office,
he was overwhelmed by a deep
sense of gratitude to the people and
their representatives for the trust
posed in him. 

"I have received much more
from the country than I have given.
For that, I will remain ever in-
debted to the people of India."

Mukherjee said he had gained
from his travels across the country
and his conversations with a vast
cross-section of people including
students, scientists, jurists, authors
and artists. 

He called for collective action
to meet environmental challenges
and steps to elevate higher institu-
tions of learning to "world-class
levels".

"Our education system must
accept disruption as a norm and
prepare students to manage and
build upon disruptions. Creative
thinking, innovation and scientific
temper have to be promoted in our
institutions of higher learning."

He said leading healthy, happy
and productive life was a basic
right of citizens and quest for hap-
piness was closely tied to quest for

sustainable development.
"Social inclusion would ensure

access to the fruits of progress to
all. Good governance would
provide the ability to people to
shape their own lives through
transparent, accountable and par-
ticipatory political institutions."

He also referred to his efforts to
improve Rashtrapati Bhavan
estate. 

"We tried to build a humane
and happy township. We found
happiness that is associated with
joy and pride, smiling and laugh-
ter, good health, feeling of safety
and positive actions. 

"We learnt to wear a smile
always, to laugh at life, to connect
with nature and get involved with
the community. And then, we ex-
tended our experience to a few vil-
lages in the neighbourhood. The
journey continues."

Mukherjee also referred to his
work from Tuesday. "When I
speak to you tomorrow, it will not
be as the President but as a citizen
- a pilgrim like all of you in India's
onward march towards glory," he
said. 
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President Ram Nath Kovind
has pledged to always follow
the basic mantra of the Con-

stitution to ensure justice, liberty,
equality and fraternity. 

Elected to the highest constitu-
tional office, Kovind was adminis-
tered the oath of office by Chief
Justice of India J S Khehar at a
brief but glittering ceremony in the
Central Hall of Parliament before a
gathering of MPs, Chief Ministers
and diplomats on July 25.

Taking oath in the name of God,
Kovind pledged to "preserve,
protect and defend the Constitution
and the law" and devoted himself
to the services and well-being of
the people of India. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, ministers, opposi-
tion leaders including Sonia
Gandhi and former Prime Ministers
Manmohan Singh and H.D. Deve
Gowda attended the event.

At the end of over three hours
of protocol and formalities on a
rain-marred day, the new President
accompanied his predecessor

Pranab Mukherjee to the latter's
new abode -- 10 Rajaji Marg --
after his warm farewell at the Rash-
trapati Bhavan. 

In his speech, Kovind hailed the
vision of Mahatma Gandhi and
Sangh icon Deen Dayal Upadhyay
and said there was a need to build
India as "an economic leader as
well as moral exemplar".

"For us, those two touchstones
can never be separate. They are and
must forever be linked."

Recalling his humble begin-
nings from growing up in a mud

Ramnath Kovind
pledges to follow
mantra of
Constitution
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house in an Uttar Pradesh village,
Kovind said he has had a long
journey.

"Yet this journey is hardly mine
alone. It is so telling of our nation
and our society also. For all its
problems, it follows that basic
mantra given to us in the Preamble
to the Constitution - ensuring
justice, liberty, equality and frater-
nity and I will always continue to
follow this basic mantra."

In another line that avoided any
reference to Congress occupants of
the Rashtrapati Bhavan barring
two, Kovind said he was conscious
he was following the footsteps of
stalwarts such as Rajendra Prasad,
S. Radhakrishnan, A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam and his predecessor Pranab
Mukherjee.

Referring to Mahatma Gandhi,
Sardar Patel and Constitution's ar-
chitect B.R. Ambedkar, the Presi-
dent said these leaders did not
believe that political freedom was
enough; it was crucial to also
achieve economic and social
freedom for millions.

"The key to India's success is its
diversity. Our diversity is the core
that makes us so unique. In this
land we find a mix of states and
regions, religions, languages, cul-
tures, lifestyles and much more. We
are so different and yet so similar
and united."

21st century India will be in
conformity with its ancient values
and compliant with the fourth in-
dustrial revolution, he said.

"There is no dichotomy there,
no question of choice. We must
combine tradition and technology,
the wisdom of an age-old Bharat
and the science of a contemporary
India."

He said as the gram panchayat
must determine India's consultative
and community-based problem
solving, "the Digital Republic must

help leapfrog developmental mile-
stones".

But nations were not built by
governments alone.

The government can at best be
a facilitator and a trigger for
society's innate entrepreneurial and
creative instincts. Nation building
requires national pride. 

"We take pride in the soil and
water of India. We take pride in the
diversity, religious harmony and in-
clusive ethos of India. We take
pride in the culture, heritage and
spirituality of India. We take pride
in our fellow citizens."

Saying each citizen was a cus-
todian of India's well-being,
Kovind said the armed forces that
protect the borders were nation
builders. So were police and para-
military forces that fight terrorism
and crime as well as farmers, sci-
entists, nurses, doctors, entrepre-
neurs and artisans. India believed
in the principle of one world. 

"It is appropriate that the land
of Lord Buddha should lead the
world in its search for peace, tran-
quility and ecological balance.
India's voice counts in today's
world. The entire planet is drawn to
Indian culture and soft power.

"The global community looks
to us for solutions to international
problems - whether terrorism,
money laundering or climate
change. In a globalized world, our
responsibilities are also global."

He said India had achieved a lot
as a nation but the effort to do
more, to do better and to do faster
should be relentless.

"What must also bother us is
our ability to enhance access and
opportunity for the last person and
the last girl-child from an under-
privileged family, if I may put it so,
in the last house in the last village.
This must include a quick and af-
fordable justice delivery system." 

Kovind said people needed "to
sculpt a robust, high growth
economy, an educated, ethical and
shared community, and an egalitar-
ian society, as envisioned by
Mahatma Gandhi and Deen Dayal
Upadhyay.

"These are integral to our sense
of humanism. This is the India of
our dreams, an India that will
provide equality of opportunities.
This will be the India of the 21st
century," he said, in an apparent
reference to Upadhyay's principle
of integral humanism.
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Narendra Modi became the
first-ever Indian Prime
Minister to visit Israel

when he stepped on Israeli soil on
July 4, undertaking a 'ground
breaking' visit and declaring coop-
eration in tackling terrorism, while
his host Benjamin Netanyahu af-
firmed that they want to forge a his-
toric partnership with India for
which even sky is not the limit.

Israel rolled out a red carpet
welcome as the Air India One air-
craft landed at Tel Aviv's Interna-
tional Airport on a warm afternoon
with Netanyahu setting aside pro-
tocol and receiving Modi, who is
making the visit 25 years after
India established diplomatic ties
with the Jewish nation, with a
handshake and a hug. 

Normally Israeli Prime Minis-
ters go to the airport to receive only
the US Presidents and a few
western leaders. As Gujarat Chief
Minister Modi has visited Israel on
an earlier occasion.

"Excellency and friends, my
visit marks a path breaking journey
of engagement, a journey that we
are excited to undertake together
for the good of our people and so-
cieties. As we march together a
strong and resilient partnership
with Israel will be my intent and
focus," he said in a brief speech
after he was welcomed warmly by
his host.

"It is my singular honour to be
the first Prime Minister to under-
take this ground breaking visit to
Israel," Modi, clad in an off-white
bandhgala suit, said in a brief
speech to reciprocate the welcome

given by Netanyahu and his
cabinet.

"I want to thank my friend
Prime Minister Netanyahu for the
invitation and receiving me with so
much warmth," he said, adding this
symbolises the centuries-old links
between the two societies. 

India, he said, has maintained a
strong and sustained upswing in the
ties after establishing full relation-
ship 25 years ago.

He said people of Israel have
built a nation on democratic princi-
ples and nurtured it with hard work,
grit and spirit of innovation. They
have marched on regardless of ad-
versity and converted challenges
into opportunities. "India applauds
your achievements," he said.

He also recalled that on July 4,
41 years ago, Netanyahu's elder
brother, Yonatan was part of the

Modi first
Indian PM to
visit Israel
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commandos in the Operation
Entebbe in Uganda to rescue over
100 Israeli civilians in the airport,
and in the process sacrificed his
life. He became an inspiration for
the younger generation.

Modi said in India, a very old
civilisation, there were 800 million
people below the age of 35 years
and they were the driving force and
propelling his vision to transform
India, its industry, its economy, its
way of doing business and its inter-
face with the world.

Modi said in India's path of sus-
tained high growth and all round
development India counts Israel
among its important partners. They
need to rely on science, technology,
innovation and hard technical edu-
cation to overcome the develop-
mental challenges that are common
to both the countries.

He said alongside building a
partnership for shared economic
prosperity, India and Israel are also
cooperating to secure their societies
against common threats such as ter-
rorism. "A progressive partnership
in all these areas would share the
scope of my conversation with the
Prime Minister, my friend Ne-
tanyahu," he said.

Modi said he was also keen to
interact with the Indian diaspora in
Israel, including a large number of
Jews of Indian origin who have en-
riched both the societies.

In his welcome address, Ne-
tanyahu said Israel has been
waiting for a long time for this
visit. "Apka swagat hai mere dost.
We have been waiting almost 70
years, in fact, because your's is a
truly historic visit. It is the first
time that an Indian Prime Minister
is visiting Israel. We receive you
with open arms. We love India. We
admire your culture, your democ-
racy and your commitment to
progress."

Recalling his first meeting with
Modi three years ago at the United
Nations, Netanyahu said both of
them agreed to breakdown the re-
maining walls between India and
Israel. 

"We shook each others' hand
and forged a historic relationship.
We met again in Paris and since
then we have spoken many times
on the phone. But I remember my
friend what you said in that first
meeting.

"You said when it comes to
India-Israel relations, the sky is the
limit. But actually my friend the
sky isn't the limit because today
even our space programmes are
working towards reaching even
greater heights," he said.

The host Prime Minister said
that the ties between the talented
and innovative peoples of both the
countries is natural. "It is so natural

that we can ask what took so long
for them to blossom. Well, it took
a meeting of minds and hearts. it
took a commitment of our govern-
ments we have that today," he said.

Netanyahu said in this visit
Modi's 'Make in India' initiative
meets his 'Make with India' policy.
"We are setting up a $40 million in-
novation fund as the seed for even
greater cooperation on technology
between us," he said.

Hailing him as a great leader of
India and a great world leader, Ne-
tanyahu said, "Your visit to Israel is
a testimony to that."

Earlier, the two leaders in-
spected a guard of honour by
Israeli defence forces in honour of
Modi. Netanyahu introduced his
ministers, officials, including the
present and former ambassadors of
Israel in India and his National Se-
curity Advisor.
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In a rare attack on the Amarnath
Yatra, terrorists killed seven
pilgrims and injured 14 others,

including policemen, when they
struck at a bus carrying them in
Jammu and Kashmir's Anantang
district on July 10.

The bus was attacked in Baten-
goo around 8.20 p.m. while return-
ing from Baltal to Mir Bazar after
darshan, J&K police and CRPF
said. The militants also carried out
two attacks on security forces in
the area.

Police sources said, the mili-
tants attacked a mini bus carrying
pilgrims from Gujarat. The bus
was not officially registered with

the Amarnath Shrine Board for the
pilgrimage and was without police
escort, they said.

Inspector General of Police
Munir Khan said that seven pil-
grims were killed, and 14 injured.
The injured have been taken to the
Army Base Hospital in Srinagar.
Khan said the attack was aimed at
the security forces and not the
yatris.

The last known terror attack on
the Amarnath Yatra was the killing
of 30 persons, mostly pilgrims, in
the base camp in Pahalgam in
2000. A CRPF statement said the
bus was not part of the official
yatra and not registered with the
Amarnath Shrine Board.

In the national capital, National

Security Advisor Ajit Doval ap-
prised Prime Minister Narendra
Modi of the incident. Union Home
and Defence Ministry officials
were huddled in a meeting to take
stock of the latest situation.

Prime Minister Modi tweeted:
"Pained beyond words on the das-
tardly attack on peaceful Amarnath
Yatris in J&K. The attack deserves
strongest condemnation from
everyone."

Union Minister of State in the
PMO Jitendra Singh condemned
the attack.

"It is not just an attack on the
pilgrims, but an attack on the com-
posite culture of the nation. As far
as the Government of India is con-
cerned, we have a policy of zero

Terror attack on Amarnath
Yatra, 7 killed, 14 injured
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Muslim driver’s courage saved
lives in Amarnath attack

The courage and presence of mind of the Muslim driver from
Gujarat who kept driving the Amarnath pilgrim bus even after it

was attacked by terrorists in Jammu and Kashmir helped save many
lives.

Salim did not lose nerve when militants opened fire at the bus on
July 10 evening.

"I ducked and continued driving the bus so that I could take the
bus away to some safe place," Salim told reporters while narrating
the incident in which seven pilgrims were killed and 19 injured in a
terror attack in Khanabal area on the Srinagar-Jammu highway.

Despite his vehicle being showered with bullets fired from auto-
matic weapons, the driver drove for nearly half a kilometre from the
place of attack until he reached a small camp of security forces.

Salim's wife told reporters in Gujarat that her husband had been
carrying pilgrims to Amarnath for over four years while his elder
brother had been doing the same for nearly 11 years.

Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani on July 11 said the brave
driver has saved many precious lives and that the state government
had decided to nominate him for a bravery award. 

"We want to thank the bus driver who saved many lives amid
heavy firing. The Gujarat government will nominate Salim for
bravery award with the central government," Rupani said at the Surat
airport while receiving the bodies of the slain pilgrims.

The Jammu and Kasmir cabinet has decided to give Salim an
amount of Rs 3 lakh for his act of bravery.

tolerance against terror, whether it
is local or from across the border,"
he said.

Chief Minister Mehbooba
Mufti said: "It is an attack on our
roots. We will not leave any stone
unturned in bringing the perpetra-
tors of this attack to justice."

Senior minister in the
Mehbooba Mufti-led government
Nayeem Akhtar termed the attack
a "dark patch in the history of
Kashmir".

National Conference leader
Omar Abdullah said: "The attack
cannot be condemned strongly
enough." 

He added that such an attack
was expected in spite of recent
successes against militants by se-
curity forces. "The one thing we
had all feared this year during the
yatra. In spite of recent successes
against militants and unprece-
dented force presence," he
tweeted.

Congress leader Ghulam Nabi
Azad termed it "unfortunate", and
added that the militants will have
to "pay through their nose". He
also spoke to the Chief Minister.

Hurriyat leaders Syed Ali
Geelani and Mirwaiz Umar Farooq
also condemned the attack.

The attack took place hours
after the Jammu and Kashmir
Police claimed to have busted a
Lashkar-e-Taiba module with the
arrests of two persons, including
Sandeep Kumar Sharma alias Adil,
a resident of Muzaffarnagar, Uttar
Pradesh.

Meanwhile, authorities blocked
internet services in the Valley.

On Saturday, the Amarnath
yatra was suspended from Jammu
side due to law and order situation
in the Kashmir Valley which was
under curfew in the wake of the
death anniversary of militant com-
mander Burhan Wani.
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AIADMK General Secre-
tary and convict V K
Sasikala Natarajan was

accused of bribing Karnataka Di-
rector General of Prisons (DGP)
Satyanarayana Rao and city central
jail officials for undue favours.

"Sasikala has given Rs 1 crore
bribe to Rao and another Rs 1 crore
was distributed among officials, in-
cluding warden of the central jail
where she is serving 4-year sen-
tence in an illegal wealth case for
allowing her special privileges," a
report submitted by the Deputy In-
spector of Prisons (DIG) Roopa
Moudgil to the state government
says. While Roopa was not reach-
able to confirm the bribery and
other charges, Rao, however,
denied them and accused Roopa of
gross sub-ordination.

Meanwhile, government trans-
ferred Roopa to traffic wing after
her report created ripples in the
state.

"I have served a memo to her
(Roopa) seeking explanation and
evidence to prove her wild allega-
tions. She has not given any report
to me or the government against

me or other jail officials," Rao told
IANS.

In a sensational revelation,
Roopa said 59-year-old Sasikala
was getting royal treatment in the
women's cell where she has been
lodged since February 15 to serve
her sentence.

Co-convicts, Sasikala's sister-
in-law Elavarasi and nephew V.K.
Sudhakaran were also held guilty
by a trial court in September 2014
and upheld by the Supreme Court
on February 14 in the two-decade-
old disproportionate assets case of
former Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
J. Jayalalithaa.

"As a reward for bribing the
prison authorities from Rao to jail
warden, Sasikala gets special menu
daily, cooked by special chefs in a

special kitchen near the women's
cell," Roopa has mentioned in the
report.

The 2000 batch IPS officer is
the first woman in the southern
state to have been recently (June
23) appointed DIG of the prisons
department.

Alleging massive irregularities
and rampant corruption in the
central jail on the city's southern
outskirts, Roopa said drugs were
being distributed to the inmates
through various means and select
prisoners were given special facili-
ties.

"At least 18 of the 25 prisoners
who were tested for taking drugs
reported positive. From DGP to jail
warden, all are involved in flouting
the prison manual," alleged Roopa
in the report.

"Since such grave allegations
and rumours are doing the rounds
and even cast aspersions at you, I
urge you to take heed of this and
take strict action against any jail
staff or officials or others who are
involved," her letter concluded. 

Refuting the charges, Rao said
how she found so many wrong
things in three weeks of joining the
department. What and how she
could know of things that might
have happened or not months ago
as being aired quoting from her
report.

"I have asked her to meet me on
Friday and hand over the so-called
report from which a news channel
is airing her views. Where was she
when Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
held a review meeting here on
Monday? Ask her?" quipped an
upset Rao.

Sasikala bribed police ̀ 2 crore to
get special treatment in prison
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In a move to focus on the
growing cloud business, Mi-
crosoft on July 6 announced a

major reorganisation that will lead
to nearly 3,000 job cuts in sales staff
outside the US, media reported. Ac-
cording to a report, the job cuts
amount to less that 10 per cent of the
company's total sales force.
Whether it will impact Microsoft
employees in India is still not clear.

"Microsoft is implementing
changes to better serve our cus-
tomers and partners. Today, we are

taking steps to notify some em-
ployees that their jobs are under
consideration or that their positions
will be eliminated," a Microsoft
spokesperson said.

"Like all companies, we evalu-
ate our business on a regular basis.
This can result in increased invest-
ment in some places and, from
time-to-time, re-deployment in
others," he added.

Microsoft's cloud and server
businesses have been fuelling
revenue recently, with server prod-
ucts and cloud services revenue up
15 per cent and Azure revenue

itself growing by 93 per cent in the
recent quarter.

US-based analyst house Pacific
Crest Securities said last month
that Microsoft Azure Cloud plat-
form could overtake Amazon Web
Services (AWS) as revenue leader
in the public cloud market this year.

TechCrunch reported last week
that Microsoft is planning to lay off
"thousands" of workers worldwide.
Last year in July, Microsoft an-
nounced it would cut 2,850 jobs.
Microsoft has 71,000 employees in
the US and 121,000 employees
around the globe.

Microsoft to lay off 3,000
employees globally 
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The Union Government is con-
templating to regulate the

functioning of social networking
sites to ensure safety of the users'
data.

The Central Government told
the Supreme Court on July 21 that
it is contemplating to enact regula-
tory regime for social networking
sites or services like WhatsApp,
Facebook, Skype and others.

The Centre made these submis-
sions before the five-judge Consti-
tution Bench that is hearing
WhatsApp privacy policy case.

The Centre told that personal

data of users is a part of their right
to life and it can't be shared freely
by telecom providers or any social
network sites. Any attack on data is
an attack on 'Right to Life', the
Centre told the apex court.

During the hearing before a
five-judge Constitution Bench, the
bench asked the government
whether it would regulate data.

Counsel for WhatsApp and
Facebook, senior lawyers Kapil
Sibal, Sidharth Luthra and Arvind
Datar, said that they were willing to
give an undertaking before the
bench that WhatsApp has not and
will not share data with anyone.

A nine-judge Supreme Court

Constitution bench is also hearing
various issues relating to right to
privacy and data protection arising
out of question whether whether
Aadhaar violates right to privacy or
not.

This bench is to rule whether
right to privacy is a fundamental
right or not, and other contours re-
lating to data protection.

A nine-judge constitution bench
headed by Chief Justice Jagdish
Singh Khehar is examining the
nature of privacy as a right in
context of two judgments -the first
in 1954, the other in 1962 - which
held that privacy was not a funda-
mental right.

centre plans to regulate functioning
of social networking sites 
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The Jammu and Kashmir As-
sembly on July 7 passed the
state Goods and Services

Tax (GST) bill after receiving Pres-
ident Pranab Mukherjee's order
safeguarding Kashmir's special
constitutional status and its exclu-
sive taxation powers -- bringing to
implementation the pan-India indi-
rect tax regime in the state.

Jammu and Kashmir, the only
state that enjoys a special status
under Article 370 and has its own
Constitution, became the last in the
country to adopt the new taxation
law, making "one nation, one tax"
a reality.

The legislation -- the Jammu
and Kashmir Goods and Services
Tax Bill 2017 -- was passed by a

voice vote amid protests and
boycott by the opposition that
accused the government of com-
promising the special status by
seeking a presidential order for ex-
tending the new tax regime in the
state. 

However, Finance Minister
Haseeb Drabu, who moved the bill
in the assembly, said the govern-
ment had sought the presidential
order to assure Kashmir's special
status was safeguarded and that
there was no impingement in the
Article 370 or the state's constitu-
tions.

"Although there is no tradition
of tabling a presidential order in
the assembly, we are starting a new
tradition in the democracy of the
state by tabling this order in the
House," he said.

Drabu said the new tax regime
would roll out in Jammu and
Kashmir at midnight on Friday. 

The state government on
Wednesday passed a resolution in
the assembly seeking a presidential
order on a constitutional amend-
ment. The state cabinet under the
chairmanship of Chief Minister
Mehbooba Mufti then cleared a
draft order for concurrence of
President Mukherjee.

The government received on
Friday morning the order relating
to the application of provisions of
the Constitution of India through
an order of the President issued
under Article 370 that gives special
status to the state.

"Notwithstanding anything
contained in this order, the powers
of the state of Jammu and Kashmir

'One nation, one law'
becomes reality 



The News You Like | August, 2017 BUSINESS 35

as per Section 5 of the Constitution
of Jammu and Kashmir, shall
remain intact.

"Nothing in this article shall
affect in any manner whatsoever
the legislative competence of the
state as guaranteed by virtue of the
Constitution of Jammu and
Kashmir," the order read, adding
that the state legislature "shall have
the powers to make laws with
respect to Goods and Services
Tax".

It said the concurrence of the
representatives of the state in the
Goods and Service Tax Council
shall be mandatory and the proce-
dure provided under Article 370
shall be followed for the purpose

of any decision impinging on the
constitutional provisions relating
to the state.

Chief Minister Mufti said it
was for the first time in the history
since 1947 that "such a reassuring
language about the special status
and the powers of the state legisla-
ture has been used" while extend-
ing any central law in Jammu and
Kashmir.

She also complimented her ally
BJP -- which has been demanding
revocation of the Article 370 -- for
its support in securing the consti-
tutional status of the state. 

The entire opposition boy-
cotted the session even as the Con-
gress also walked out on the last

day of the four-day special session.
Immediately after the passage

of the bill, Speaker Kavinder
Gupta announced adjourned the
House sine-die.

Drabu at the end of the session
made two "unusual requests" to the
Speaker, seeking "a salute" from
National Conference leader De-
vender Rana and resignation of
Congress MLA G.M. Saroori.

Earlier, Rana had said he would
salute Drabu if adequate constitu-
tional safeguards were included in
the preamble of the Presidential
order on GST, while Saroori had
said if the safeguards were in-
cluded in the presidential order he
would put in his papers.  
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Reliance Jio's newly launched
JioPhone, will pose a stiff
challenge to incumbents to

protect their subscriber market
share, according to analysts.

According to the global invest-
ment banking firm Jefferies, the
monthly plan compares favourably
against the blended average revenue
per unit (ARPU) of top three incum-
bents, but it does provide a cap. 

"Even though the pricing is not
as disruptive as feared, it will still be
a stiff challenge to incumbents to
protect their subscriber market
share," Jefferies said in a report.

Jio launched its much-awaited
4G feature phone which will be
made available from September.
The device is priced at Rs 1,500,
collected as a fully refundable
deposit and refundable at the end of
three years.

"The key driver for adoption of
Jio phone would be access to a
variety of digital services, which
were earlier available only to the
smartphone customers. We believe
Jio has been rational about pricing
their service and, unlike in the

smartphone market, in the feature
phone market, we do not see Jio's
entry resulting in lowering of
telecom spending by customers,"
BNP Paribas said in its report.

The company is targeting ship-
ments of 5 million phones a week.
The monthly plan for Rs 153 would
offer unlimited voice/SMS and
0.5GB of data per day. There are
two sachet plans for Rs 24 and Rs
54 with validity of two and seven
days, respectively. 

"We believe that, apart from at-
tractive price point, JioPhone has
differentiated features such as TV
mirroring and voice assistant, which
will drive mass adoption in the
current 500 million feature phone
market, significantly increasing its
addressable market," said Edelweiss
Securities.

"We expect competition to selec-
tively introduce unlimited voice
plans for feature phone users to
retain subscriber base, which will
drive volumes and compress reali-
sations," it added in a report. 

The phone can be connected to
television through a Jio Phone
cable. However, this will require en-
rollment to the Rs 309 per month

plan (1GB per day allowance)
which will allow three-four hours of
daily video streaming.

"We believe that the pricing on
both device as well as plan is not as
bad as feared for incumbents. While
refundable, the cost of acquiring the
device is not game changing when
compared against existing feature
phone prices. The Rs 153/month
plan too compares favourably
against the Rs 142-158 ARPU
across Top-3 but does create a cap,"
the Jefferies report stated.

The report said that in the
context of a higher addressable
market for Jio, competitive dynam-
ics for incumbents will be two fold
-- ARPU splicing/erosion in higher
ARPU subscription (already under-
way) and subscriber churn.

"Since Jio's voice offering is
based on VoLTE, Jio phone prolif-
eration will mandate increase of
coverage. This will lead to high
speed R Jio network in remote
areas, which the 2G and at best 3G
network footprint of the incumbents
will struggle to compete against. In-
cumbents would have to accelerate
their 4G network spending to match
up to this," the report added.

JioPhone will force incumbents
to protect subscribers
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GMR Aviation Academy, the
aviation training arm of the

GMR Group, has signed a MoU
with the Rajiv Gandhi National
Aviation University (RGNAU) for
a joint post graduate diploma in
aviation/airport operations.

The MoU was signed in New
Delhi by GMR Airports Ltd whole-
time Director P S Nair, RGNAU
Vice Chancellor, Air Vice Marshal
Nalin Tandon in the presence of
Civil Aviation Minister Ashok Ga-
japathi Raju and Civil Aviation

Secretary Rajiv Nayan Choubey on
July 24. This is the first of its kind
PG diploma course in
aviation/airport operations for
graduates aspiring to join the avia-
tion industry. 

The objective of the MoU is to
facilitate and promote professional
aviation studies and provide in-
depth knowledge of the functioning
of an airport in particular and the
aviation subsets, in general, GMR
said in a statement.

The one-year course includes a
mix of theory and practical on-the-
job training at the state-of-the-art

GMR led airports at Hyderabad
and Delhi.

"It is estimated that the aviation
industry in India will require close
to 1 million skilled personnel over
the next 10-15 years which will
pose a great challenge if adequate
number of people are not trained in
this highly specialised and complex
area," said Nair.

"The Indian civil aviation sector
is currently growing at approxi-
mately 20 per cent and is expected
to be the 3rd largest market by
2020. With such positive, India un-
doubtedly has the potential to
become a significant part of the
global supply chain. This will in
turn steer demand for trained pro-
fessionals in the field of aviation,"
said Tandon.

AVisakhapatnam-based jour-
nalist has moved the Supreme

Court, seeking orders to the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and
Central government, for accepting
demonetised currency notes
offered to the Lord Venkateswara
temple in Tirumala.

Stating that more than Rs 8
crore worth demonetised notes
were lying with the Tirumala Tiru-
pati Devasthanam (TTD), the peti-
tion claimed that the move was not
only discriminatory, but also meant
that the wishes of the devotees
would not be fulfilled.

According to reports, the peti-
tion also cites the Centre's decision
to allow District Co-operative
Banks and post offices to deposit
demonetised notes, and contends
that the devotees were not treated
equally.

"Non-acceptance of pilgrims'

money on a par with NRIs, district
cooperative banks is discrimina-
tive. It also means pilgrims' wishes
will not be fulfilled (and) such of-
ferings will not be utilised for the
services run by the board (TTD).
On the other hand, keeping such a
huge amount of money in demone-
tised currency by the board is also
an illegal act and a punishable
offence under the law," the petition
reportedly says.

This comes after reports that
demonetised notes worth over Rs
24 crore had been deposited by
devotees at the holy temple, in the
last six months.

“In the wake of recent Supreme
Court order we will be writing a
letter to RBI and the Centre about
the demonetised notes offered by
devotees as fulfilment of their
vows," TTD EO Anil Kumar
Singhal said.

In January this year, TTD offi-
cials said that though the RBI has
stopped accepting old notes, they
still received old notes from devo-
tees in the ‘Hundi’.

After the demonetisation of old
currency, hundi deposits, especially
anonymous donations, saw a steep
increase.

This was attributed to the
Finance Ministry’s announcement
earlier that the cash deposited in
temples would not come under the
I-T scanner.

The TTD had stated that it wit-
nessed nearly 1 lakh visitors daily
and a Hundi collection of nearly Rs
1.5 to Rs 2 crore every day before
demonetisation.

Nearly 5.13 lakh devotees
visited the temple in the eight days
that followed demonetisation, with
the hundi registering a whopping
Rs 22.9 crore over the week.

GMR Academy, RGNAU to offer
PG diploma in airport operations

AP man moves SC to accept TTD's demonetised
notes deposited in Tirupati 'hundi'
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Popular Malayalam
actor Dileep, ar-
rested in connec-

tion with the abduction
and assault of a leading
South Indian actress, was
remanded to 14-day judi-
cial custody on July 11 by
a court in Angamaly.

The actor was brought
to the residence of the
magistrate amid tight
police security. After
completing all formali-
ties, the magistrate re-
manded him to judicial
custody. Dileep was later
shifted to a jail in Aluva,
which is also his home-
town.

Hundreds of people
assembled outside the
residence of the magis-
trate and raised slogans
against the actor. Similar
scenes were witnessed
outside the Aluva sub-
jail.

Noted lawyer K
Ramkumar, who ap-
peared for Dileep, said
the actor has been
charged under Section
120(B) of IPC. Ramku-
mar alleged that the actor
was arrested after being
"framed" in the case.

Police said there is no
instruction from the mag-
istrate to provide any
special facilities to

Dileep in jail. Kerala
Police chief Loknath
Behra had said that the
actor was arrested based
on evidence police gath-
ered during the process of
investigation.

The 48-year-old actor
is accused of conspiracy
behind the abduction and
assault of the actress, an
incident that has sent
shock waves in the state.

Police had questioned
prime accused Pulsar
Suni for allegedly
making phone calls from
jail to threaten and black-
mail industry people, in-
cluding Dileep.

Police had secured
Suni's custody on July 5
for five days from a mag-
isterial court at nearby
Kakanad. Suni's second
arrest came after police

recorded the statement of
Dileep on his complaint
alleging blackmail by a
man, who claimed to be a
friend of Suni. 

While being taken to
the court from the jail,
Suni had told reporters
that names of the
"sharks" involved in the
conspiracy behind the ab-
duction of the actress
would soon be revealed.

Police had questioned
Dileep and his director
friend Nadirshah for
nearly 13 hours on June
29 in view of Suni's rev-
elations. Police protec-
tion has been provided to
Dileep's establishments
including hotels and the-
atres.

Youth outfits of
various political parties,
including the BJP, Con-
gress and CPI(M) staged
protests against Dileep in
various parts of the state
yesterday soon after the
arrest. They also burnt
the effigies of the actor in
various places. The
actress, who has worked
in Tamil and Telugu
films, was abducted and
allegedly molested inside
her car for two hours by
the accused, who had
forced their way into the
vehicle on February 17
and later escaped in a
busy area in Kochi.

Malayalam superstar
Dileep sent to prison
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Drinking coffee could lead
to a longer life, according
to a new study reported

by US researchers at the Univer-
sity of Southern California (USC).

In a study of more than
180,000 participants, the re-
searchers found that people who
drank regular or decaffeinated
coffee experienced health bene-
fits, such as increased longevity.

The researchers report in the
journal Annals of Internal Medi-
cine that people who consumed a
cup of coffee a day were 12

percent less likely to die earlier
compared to those who didn't
drink coffee. This association was
even stronger for those who drank
two to three cups a day -- 18
percent reduced chance of death.

Lower mortality was present
regardless of whether people
drank regular or decaffeinated
coffee, suggesting the association
is not tied to caffeine.

Drinking coffee was also
found to be associated with a
lower risk of death due to heart
disease, cancer, stroke, diabetes,
and respiratory and kidney
disease. The study participants

were followed up on the average
for 16 years.

Claimed to be the largest of its
kind, the study had ethnically
diverse participants who included
African-Americans, Japanese-
Americans, Latinos and whites.
"Such investigations are important
because lifestyle patterns and
disease risks can vary substan-
tially across racial and ethnic
backgrounds, and findings in one
group may not necessarily apply
to others."

Since the association (between
coffee drinking and longer life)
was seen in four different ethnici-
ties, it is safe to say the results
apply to other groups, the authors
claim. "Seeing a similar pattern
across four different populations
gives stronger biological backing
to the argument that coffee is
good for you whether you are
white, African-American, Latino
or Asian."

According to the authors, al-
though this study does not show
what chemicals in coffee may
have this beneficial effect, it is
clear that coffee "can be incorpo-
rated into a healthy diet and
lifestyle".

Coffee
gives
longer
life
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In today’s appearance-driven
world, body image can be a
powerful influence on our

choices and behaviors, especially
related to dieting. That image is
sometimes shaped or distorted by
many factors, including mass
media images, parents, relation-
ships, even our moods. 

New research from Florida State
University finds another factor —
attractiveness of a romantic partner
— can be a driving force behind the
desire to diet and seek a slim body,
though that motivation contrasts
sharply between men and women. 

Doctoral student Tania
Reynolds and Assistant Professor
of Psychology Andrea Meltzer
found that women evaluated as less
attractive were more motivated to

diet and be thin if their husbands
were attractive.

“The results reveal that having
a physically attractive husband
may have negative consequences
for wives, especially if those wives
are not particularly attractive,”
Reynolds said. That extra motiva-
tion to diet, however, did not exist
among women judged more attrac-
tive than their husbands. As for
men, their motivation to diet was
low regardless of their wives’ at-
tractiveness or their own.

The study, published in the
journal Body Image, offers produc-
tive insights about relationships in
which a woman fears she’ll fall
short of her partner’s expectations.
Understanding the predictors that
increase a woman’s risk of devel-
oping eating disorders and other
health problems could lead to

earlier assistance.
“The research suggests there

might be social factors playing a
role in women’s disordered eating,”
Reynolds said. “It might be helpful
to identify women at risk of devel-
oping more extreme weight-loss
behaviors, which have been linked
to other forms of psychological dis-
tress, such as depression, anxiety,
substance abuse and dissatisfaction
with life.” Meltzer added: “In order
to better understand women’s
dieting motivations, the findings of
this study highlight the value of
adopting an approach that focuses
on a couple’s relationship.”

The study advanced existing re-
search from the Meltzer lab that
found marriages tend to be more
successful and satisfying when
wives are more attractive than their
husbands. It examined 113 newly-

Ugly truth
about

attractiveness
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wed couples — married less than
four months, average age late 20s,
living in the Dallas area — who
agreed to be rated on their attrac-
tiveness. Each participant com-
pleted a lengthy questionnaire
focusing in part on their desire to
diet or have a thin body. Some
questions included, “I feel ex-
tremely guilty after eating,” “I like
my stomach to be empty,” and “I’m
terrified of gaining weight.”

A full-body photograph was
taken of every participant and rated
on a scale of 1 to 10. Two teams of
undergraduate evaluators studied
the photos: one at Southern
Methodist University in Texas
focused on spouses’ facial attrac-
tiveness, while another at FSU
looked at body attractiveness. The
evaluators varied in sex and ethnic
makeup. Reynolds said some re-
search has shown women tend to
overperceive just how thin their
partners want them to be and, as a
result, may inappropriately pursue
dieting and a thin body.

“One way to help these women
is for partners to be very reaffirm-
ing, reminding them, ‘You’re beau-
tiful. I love you at any weight or
body type,’” Reynolds said. “Or
perhaps focusing on the ways they
are a good romantic partner outside
of attractiveness and emphasizing
those strengths: ‘I really value you
because you’re a kind, smart and
supportive partner.’ 

Reynolds thinks an interesting
next step for research would be to
explore whether women are more
motivated to diet when they are
surrounded by attractive female
friends. “If we understand how
women’s relationships affect their
decision to diet and the social pre-
dictors for developing unhealthy
eating behaviors,” Reynolds said,
“then we will be better able to help
them.”
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India is the second cheapest
market for beauty products
and cosmetic procedures

globally. Vietnam beat us to the
top spot, unfortunately. 

The cost of beauty is shock-
ingly high in Venezuela, the most
expensive beauty market in the
world.

Linio.com, a Mexican e-com-
merce portal compared beauty
prices in 50 countries across
products and services such as
mani-pedis, Brazilian waxes, per-
fumes, lipsticks, anti-ageing
creams, Botox, and rhinoplasty. 

According to the beauty price
index, breast augmentation in
India, at $1,650 (₹1.1 lakh,
approx), is the cheapest in the

world. In China, following close
on our heels, it costs $1,800.
Swiss women are doomed to pay
the most in the world if they want
bigger breasts — almost six
times more than us, at a pricey
$10,434 (₹6.8 lakh approx).

We're also paying the least in
the world for our lipsticks at
$14.36 (₹930 approx), almost 80
times less than the women in
Venezuela, where they cost an
outrageous $1,110. 

Imagine paying close to
₹71,000 for a lipstick! The exor-
bitant prices are due to
Venezuela's current economic
crisis, the worst in its history,
with a wildly fluctuating ex-
change rate and 400 percent in-
flation rate.

And, it's not just the ladies,

Indian men have it good too.
We're paying relatively little for
men's haircuts and eyebrow
waxes, at $2.72 (₹176 approx)
and $2.32 (₹150 approx) respec-
tively, just a few cents behind
Egypt where it costs $2.49 and
$1.83, the cheapest in the world.

It's not all good news though.
The next time you're tempted to
discard your half-used bottle of
perfume or jar of foundation, you
might want to reconsider. 

The cost of foundation is sur-
prisingly high in India — $45.80
(₹3,000 approx) landing us at the
41st spot, our highest in the
index. We're also paying $86.83
(₹5,623 approx) for a 50ml bottle
of perfume, far more than the
cheapest country in this segment,
the USA, at $48.55.

India is the second cheapest
market for beauty products
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While every woman loves to
pamper herself with a

facial, going to the spa every
weekend or even twice in a month
can be an expensive affair. So, we
have listed out DIY facials to help
you save some bucks. These
facials keep your skin flawless and
radiant.

Cleansing
The first step is to remove any

makeup or dirt from your face
through various homemade
cleansers. Some of them are:
1. Coconut Face Cleanser

To make coconut face cleanser,
you need

Coconut oil: 2 Tsp
Olive oil: 1 Tsp
Glycerin: 1 Tsp
Water: 1 Tsp
Mix all the ingredients and boil

it for two minutes. After taking it
off the flame, whisk it for five
minutes and keep it to cool down.
Apply it on your face after wash,
rubbing it in circular motion
throughout your neck and face and
wipe it with the help of cotton. You
can store it in any jar and keep it
in cool place to use every day for
skin care routine.

2. Rose Water cleanser
To make rose water cleanser,

you need
Rose water: 1 cup
Glycerin: 3 Tsp
Rose essential oil - 5 to 6 drops
Mix these ingredients and

blend them nicely and then keep it
in a jar. After applying it on your

face and neck, wipe it with cotton.
Steam
You just need to fill a big bowl

with hot water and keep your face
above the water with towel sur-
rounding your head. Keep your
face above the steam for 10
minutes to generate the deeply
rooted black and whiteheads in
your skin.

Exfoliation
Exfoliation is the most vital

step to remove dead cell from your
skin. Although many people
perform this step before steaming
but it produces better results after
steaming your face. Exfoliation in-
cludes scrubbing your face to
make your skin soft and clean.

1. Sugar Scrub
To make sugar scrub, you need
Sugar: 3 Tsp
Half Lemon 1

Coconut oil: 50 ml
Mix these ingredients in a

small bowl and slowly rub it on
your face using your fingers. Af-
terwards rinse it with water and pat
the face dry.

2. Coffee Scrub
To make coffee scrub, you

need
Lemon, Coffee, Honey
Mix these ingredients in a bowl

and rub it on your face thoroughly
to clean your pores deeply. After
rubbing, wash your face and pat it
dry.

Extraction
After steaming and scrubbing,

the blackheads and whiteheads
become weak enough to pull them
out through extractors. You can get
a small extractor from any nearby
beauty product shop or you can
use dental floss as an extractor to
remove them. This process can be
little painful but really helps to pull
out all the dirt from your face.

Massage
After completing the little

painful procedure, you can sooth
your skin with a massage. It's great
relaxation to sooth your red and ir-
ritated skin and pamper it with
coconut oil or any lotion. Just

Pamper yourself at home
with home techniques
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Your body functions may go
erratic if your hormones

aren't under your control. They
not only control moods, emo-
tions, weight, appetite but also
affects in body functions like
menstruation, reproduction and
sex drive of a person.

Also digestive health plays an
important role in the maintenance
of hormonal balance. Therefore,
these points should be kept in
mind if you feel that your hor-
mones are going haywire.

Things to avoid:
Trans-fats like junk food

should be totally avoided if you
want to keep your hormones

under control. Another major
thing to be avoided is the un-
wanted stress. Stress produces a
hormone called cortisol that can
disturb the balance of other
healthy hormones.

Alcohol in excess isn't good
as it has immediate effects on
brain chemicals which results into
hormonal balance.

Toxic products such as plastic
containers and make-up products
can also cause hormonal imbal-
ance when used on a regular
basis.

Things to do:
Consume healthy fats like

coconut oil, avocados on a
regular basis as the omega-3 fatty
acids in healthy fats can maintain

hormonal balance.
Tulsi contains a supplement

known as adpatogen, which stim-
ulates the endrocine glands to
produce healthy hormones, So
consume 3-4 tulsi leaves every-
day.

Your metabolic rate is im-
proved by exercising on a daily
basis. Regular exercise allows the
endocrine gland to produce
healthy hormones. 

massage the lotion in circular
motion on your face for at least five
minutes and avoid eye area while
continuously rubbing around that
part of your face.

Facial Mask
Facial Mask is the most essen-

tial step of your facial spa. You can
try out various facial masks that are
suitable for both oily and dry skin.
Some of them are mentioned
below:

1. Sandalwood Mask
You have to mix three tsp of

sandalwood powder in milk. If you
have rashes or blemishes on your
skin, you can add on turmeric
powder. If you tend to have dry
skin then you can mix sandalwood
powder with almond or castor oil.
Apply a thick layer of the mixture
on your face and leave it for 15-20

min. After it has completely dried
out, rinse it with warm water for
better result.

2. Egg Mask
Remove the egg yolk and mix

the transparent liquid part of egg
with honey and apply it on your
face. Rinse it with warm water after

15-20 minutes and pat your face dry.

Final Step
After removing mask, you will

feel more relaxed and will see the
change on your face clearly. For the
final step, all you have to do is
apply a moisturizer and sun screen
as a final step.

Keep your hormones under control naturally
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Exposure to even low doses of ionising radiation,
such as X-rays, may increase the risk of cardio-

vascular diseases, a study warns. 
It is known that populations exposed to ionising

radiation in medical or environmental set-
tings have symptoms suggesting an in-
creased risk of cardiovascular
disease. However, the study sug-
gests that low exposure to doses
of around 0.5 gray (Gy) - the
equivalent of repeated CT
scans - is associated with a sig-
nificantly increased risk of car-
diovascular damage, up to
decades after exposure. 

This raises questions about
the nature of long-term alter-
ations in the heart's vascular
system caused by such doses. Soile-
Tapio and Omid Azimzadeh of
Helmholtz ZentrumMunchen in Germany
and colleagues studied how human coronary artery en-
dothelial cells respond to a relatively low radiation
dose of 0.5 Gy and found several permanent alterations
in the cells that had the potential to adversely affect
their essential functions. 

Endothelial cells, which form the inner layer of
blood vessels, were found to produce reduced amounts
of nitric oxide, an essential molecule in several physi-

ological processes including vascular contraction. Pre-
viously, high-dose radiation (16 Gy) has been shown
to persistently reduce levels of nitric oxide in the serum
of mice, but this is the first study to indicate impaired
nitric oxide signalling at much lower doses. 

Cells damaged by low-dose radiation also
produced increased amounts of reactive

oxygen species (ROS), which are
formed as a natural byproduct of
normal oxygen metabolism and
play an important role in cell
signalling. Increased ROS
can damage DNA and pro-
teins. 

In addition, exposed
cardiac endothelial cells
were found to have reduced
capacity to degrade oxidised
proteins and to be ageing pre-

maturely. Such harmful changes
did not occur immediately (that is,

within a day) but first began in the
longer term (one to two weeks). As these

cells do not divide rapidly in the body, this observed
time in the cell culture would correspond to several
years in the living organism, researchers said. 

All these molecular changes are indicative of long-
term premature dysfunction and suggest a mechanistic
explanation to the epidemiological data showing in-
creased risk of cardiovascular disease after low-dose
radiation exposure, they said. 

Even
low dose
X-rays
could harm
your heart:
Study 
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Anew research shows that
prolonged sitting may be
harmful, even if you exer-

cise regularly.
Pooling results from more than

40 studies, researchers concluded
that the more time people spend on
their duffs - whether at a desk, on
the couch or in the car - the greater
is their risk of premature death, car-
diovascular disease, cancer and es-
pecially type 2 diabetes.

Regular exercise, particularly
higher levels of physical activity,
appears to blunt these harmful
effects somewhat but may not
eliminate them entirely.

An analysis of more than a
dozen studies concluded that we
need at least 60 minutes a day of
moderately intense exercise (such
as brisk walking, doubles tennis or
ballroom dancing) to counter the
increased risk of premature death
due to prolonged sitting.

But another study found that the
same amount of exercise - which is
more than most physically active
people get - doesn't undo the nega-

tive effects of sitting on insulin
levels and blood fats.

The damage from prolonged
sitting is thought to be due to
reduced muscle activity, especially
in the large muscles of the legs and
back, which can decrease the
body's ability to regulate blood
sugar and remove harmful blood
fats.

Sitting for long periods may
also adversely affect blood vessel
function and increase food crav-
ings, causing us to eat more and
gain weight.

To reduce sitting time, there are

actions you can take. At work,
stand for a few minutes every half-
hour, perhaps during phone calls,
coffee breaks or meetings.

If possible, use a desk that lets
you work both standing and seated.
Or try one attached to a treadmill
that allows you to slowly walk
while you work.

In the car, park as far away as
possible from the door so you'll be
able to walk more. Stand if you ride
the bus or subway.

At home, get up regularly from
your computer. Try standing and
doing chores while watching TV.

Incorporating short bursts of
standing and movement like this
will keep you from becoming an
"active couch potato," someone
who exercises and then remains
largely sedentary the rest of the
time.

By thinking of fitness as some-
thing that entails what you do the
entire day - not just the relatively
few minutes spent sweating - you'll
be able to fully reap the rewards of
your workouts. 

Even if you exercise,
prolonged sitting is harmful
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Eating too much of fried potato snack can lead
to your speedy death, according the outcome
of an eight-year study on the regular consump-

tion of french fries.
Acrylamide forms in starchy foods fried at high

temperatures, and is termed a carcinogen by US gov-
ernment health agencies. The dangerous chemical
compound has been shown to cause tumors in
adrenal glands, the thyroid and the
lungs.

Making the ominous observation
that the risk of death from eating too
many french fries is double than
those who do not consume the deli-
cious yet greasy food, the new study
has called on potato lovers to prepare
their favorite tuber another way,
perhaps by steaming or boiling.

Those who regularly eat the deli-
cious treat twice or more in a week, in
comparison to those who do not eat
french fries at all, have twice the chance
of suffering death by heart attack due to a

circulatory system overloaded with cholesterol and
other toxins, says the Research published in the Amer-
ican Journal of Clinical Nutrition.

The study included 4,440 participants between the
ages of 45 and 79, who were examined over a period
of eight years; 236 of those participants died.

The research indicated that those who died were
the ones who ate the most fried potatoes, and not just
french fries either, as any form of potato seared in

boiling hot oil - including hash browns and tater
tots - was found to be the main reason for

early death.
"The frequent consumption of

fried potatoes appears to be associ-
ated with an increased mortality
risk. Additional studies in larger
sample sizes should be performed to
confirm if overall potato consump-
tion is associated with higher mortal-
ity risk," the study said. Another
frightening fact about french fries re-
vealed from the study is that, the frying
process itself forms a new and deadly
chemical within your meal, according to
the research.

French fries can kill you
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Consuming extracts of broc-
coli - a cruciferous veg-
etable rich in vitamins, fibre

and disease-fighting phytochemi-
cals - may help people with Type 2
diabetes to manage their blood
sugar, researchers say.

Type 2 diabetes affects around
450 million people worldwide and
as many as 15 per cent of those pa-
tients cannot take the first-line
therapy metformin because of
kidney damage risks. The findings
showed that broccoli, which is also
rich in sulforaphane, a naturally oc-
curring compound found in crucif-
erous vegetables, may help reverse

the disease signature. In the study,
conducted on rats, this compound
reduced glucose production by liver
cells that were growing in culture
and shifted the liver gene expres-
sion away from a diseased state in
the rats with diabetes.

Sulforaphane reversed the
disease signature in the livers from
diabetic animals and cut exagger-
ated glucose production and
glucose intolerance by a magnitude
similar to that of metformin, said
Annika Axelsson from the Lund
University in Sweden.

In addition, sulforaphane pro-
vided as concentrated broccoli
sprout extract reduced fasting blood
glucose and glycated hemoglobin

(HbA1c) in obese patients with dys-
regulated Type 2 diabetes. For the
study, appearing in the journal
Science Translational Medicine, the
team constructed a signature for
Type 2 diabetes based on 50 genes,
then used publically available ex-
pression datasets to screen 3,852
compounds for drugs that poten-
tially reverse disease.

When the researchers gave con-
centrated broccoli sprout extracts to
97 human Type 2 diabetes patients
in a 12-week randomised placebo-
controlled trial, obese participants
who had dysregulated disease
demonstrated significantly de-
creased fasting blood glucose levels
compared to controls. 

Broccoli can help
manage diabetes
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People experiencing migraines often avoid light
and find relief in darkness. A new study led by
researchers at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical

Center (BIDMC) has revealed a previously unknown
connection between the light-sensitive nerve cells in
the eye and centers in the brain that regulate mood and
a host of physical parameters such as heart rate, short-
ness of breath, fatigue, congestion and nausea. 

The findings, which explain how light can induce
the negative emotions and unpleasant physical sensa-
tions that often accompany migraine, were published
online today in Proceedings of the National Academy
of Sciences.

“While studying the effects of color on headache
intensity, we found that some patients reported finding
light uncomfortable even when it didn’t make their
headaches worse,” said lead author Rami Burstein,
PhD, Vice Chairman of research in the Department of
Anesthesia, Critical Care and Pain Medicine at
BIDMC and professor of anesthesia Harvard Medical
School. 

“We found that exposure to different colors of light
could make patients experiencing a migraine feel irri-
table, angry, nervous, depressed and anxious. These
patients also reported feeling physical discomfort, in-
cluding tightness in the chest or throat, shortness of
breath, light-headedness and nausea.” 

Burstein and colleagues showed different colored
lights to 81 people who frequently experienced mi-
graines and 17 people who had never had a migraine
and asked them to describe what they experienced. The
effects of light and color were tested three times: once
for those who never experience migraines and twice
for patients with migraines - once during an attack and
once between attacks.

The researchers found that all colors of light trig-
gered unpleasant physiological sensations in patients
with migraines both during and between attacks. Ad-
ditionally, migraine sufferers reported intense emo-
tional responses such as anger, nervousness, hopeless,
sadness, depression, anxiety and fear when exposed to
all light colors except green. Participants who did not

suffer from migraines did not report a strong physio-
logical response when exposed to any color of light,
but they did report that all colors of light evoked pleas-
ant emotions.

“These findings explained accounts from earlier
work from blind migraine sufferers in a previous
study,” said Burstein. “We had noticed that light exac-
erbated headache intensity in participants who perceive
light but have no sight as a result of loss of rods and
cones, but not in those who lack light perception
because of optic nerve degeneration. This suggested
the nerves relaying signals from the eye to the brain
played a critical role in the discomfort associated with
migraine.”

In a pre-clinical experiment with albino rats, first
author Rodrigo Noseda, PhD, researcher at BIDMC
and assistant professor of anesthesia Harvard Medical
School, identified previously unknown connections
between nerve cells in the retina – the back of the eye
where light is detected – and neurons extending into
regions of the brain that regulate physiological, auto-
nomic, endocrine and emotional responses to changes
in the external environment.

“We now have a physical explanation of why mi-
graine patients have negative reactions to light,” said
Burstein. “And now we are working on ways to use
this information in hopes that soon migraine sufferers
will be able to avoid not only the pain but also the neg-
ative emotions and physical discomfort that light
creates for them.” 

PHYSICAL SENSATIONS 
Light can induce unpleasant
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The declaration of six-
hundred-year-old Ahmed-
abad as a world heritage city

by the UNESCO was hailed by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
BJP chief Amit Shah and Gujarat
Chief Minister Vijay Rupani.

After Ahmedabad became the
first city in India to get the World
Heritage City tag on July 8, the
UNESCO tweeted "Just inscribed
as UNESCO world heritage site:
Historic city of Ahmedabad #India"

Shah termed it as a "proud
moment" for every Indian, while
Rupani said he was "thrilled" to
learn about Ahmedabad being rec-
ognized as the UNESCO World
Heritage City.

The decision was taken at
UNESCO's World Heritage Com-
mittee Meeting at Krakow in
Poland. The 600-year-old city has
now joined the ranks of Paris,
Vienna, Cairo, Brussels, Rome and
Edinburgh and put India on the
world heritage city map.

"It is truly an honor to stand
here with the delegation of India to
witness the inscription of a city with
over 600 years of unbroken
history," India's ambassador and
permanent representative Ruchira
Kamboj said in her thanks message
to the chair.

"The journey began in 2010
when Prime Minister Modi prof-
fered the dossier of Ahmedabad to
UNESCO," she said. She posted
her short speech on Twitter.

"For over 600 years, it has stood
for peace as a landmark city where
Mahatma Gandhi began India's
freedom struggle. It has stood for
unity with its elegant carvings in its
Hindu and Jain temples, as well as
standing as one of the finest exam-
ples of Indo-Islamic architecture
and Hindu-Muslim art," she said in
her speech.

"It epitomizes the UN's objec-
tive of sustainable development as
it accelerates in its
development...Chosen to be one of
India's first smart cities, while pre-
serving its ancient heritage," she
said. Ahmedabad was in competi-
tion with New Delhi and Mumbai
for the title.

The walled city of Ahmedabad
was founded by Ahmed Shah. It has

Ahmedabad declared a
world heritage city by uNEscO
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26 ASI-protected structures, hun-
dreds of 'pols' that capture the
essence of community living and
numerous sites associated with
Mahatma Gandhi who lived here
from 1915 to 1930.

It is constituted out of residen-
tial settlements 'Pol' and has a spe-
cific scale of its community-based
settlement grouping. Several of
such settlements combined together
forms a 'Pur' neighborhood.

The historic city has several
'Pur' neighborhoods forming the

entire fortified historic city. These
various 'Pur' have its own urban
structure which is self-sufficient for
the communities, where each 'Pol'
once again is a self- sufficient unit.

In 1984, the first study for con-
serving heritage structures was
carried out. A heritage cell was also
set up by the Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC).

The milestone was Ahmed-
abad's entry into UNESCO's tenta-
tive list of world heritage cities on
March 31, 2011 and preparation of

the Ahmedabad dossier.
"Thrilled to learn that Ahmed-

abad has been recognized as
UNESCO World heritage city, first
of its kind India," Gujarat chief
minister Vijay Rupani tweeted.

"Delighted to know that
UNESCO has declared Ahmedabad
as World Heritage City. A Proud
moment for every Indian," Shah
said in a tweet.

Ahmedabad residents celebrated
the new identity for their city in
various ways. 
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Andhra Pradesh hopes to
convert the recently de-
commissioned aircraft

carrier INS Viraat into a "dedicated
tourist attraction".

The government on July 14
issued tender notices inviting bids
to appoint consultants for preparing
a techno-economic feasibility
report and detailed cost estimates
to refurbish and convert INS Viraat
into a tourism hotspot. 

Decommissioned formally on
March 6, after putting in around
four decades of service on the high
seas, INS Viraat is presently
docked in the Mumbai harbour.

She displaced nearly 28,500
tonnes and was capable of operat-
ing Sea Harrier jets, short take off
and vertical landing (STOVL)
fighter aircraft, and practically all
kinds of naval helicopters.

The ship's most striking feature
was the 12-degree ramp on the bow
which helped enhance the safety
and the radius of operation and
payload carrying capacity of her

contingent of Sea Harriers.
During her heyday, she was

equipped with Close-in Weapons
System for self-defence and a
Computer-Aided Action Informa-
tion Systems which gave the
command a full picture of the tac-
tical scenario based on information
fed to the computer from all
onboard sensors.

This afforded rapid decision
making and enabled the destruction
of hostile platforms before they
could threaten her as reaction times
on the seas are minimal.

Post-decommissioning, INS
Viraat's condition was described as
"very good" and she was manned
by a small contingent of Indian
Navy sailors for her routine upkeep
and maintenance.

Officials said that though the
ship was in their custody in
Mumbai, all decisions pertaining to
her disposal, conversion or any
other utility shall be taken only by
Ministry of Defence.

Her keel was laid in 1944, she
was launched in 1953 and commis-
sioned into the Royal Navy on No-

vember 18, 1959 as HMS Hermes.
On May 12, 1987, she was

taken over and commissioned
under the White Ensign of Indian
Navy and rechristened INS Viraat.

In her previous avatar, she
served as the flagship of the South
Atlantic Task Force during the
commencement of the 1982 Falk-
lands War when her aircraft oper-
ated round the clock, units from the
ship destroyed many enemy air-
craft in the air and surface.

Britain's Prince Charles, the
heir to the British throne, once
served on HMS Hermes, which
boasted some of the most modern
and intriguing facilities and ameni-
ties on board for the officers and
sailors manning her.

It may be recalled that her
iconic predecessor, India's first air-
craft carrier, INS Vikrant had lan-
guished for nearly 17 years with no
takers and had become dangerous
to maintain. Finally, despite all
efforts to save her, she was broken
down and sold off as metal scrap in
November 2014 by a Mumbai
shipbreaker.

AP to convert INS Viraat
into tourist hotspot 
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Ateam of Indian as-
tronomers has identified a
cosmic behemoth – a su-

percluster of galaxies – about 4
billion light-years away from us.

The new discovery has been
named Saraswati – which in San-
skrit literally means ‘ever-flowing
stream with many pools’.

The supercluster spans over 650
million light years in its expanse,
containing over 10,000 galaxies in
42 clusters. Its total mass equals 20
million billion suns. The team of
astronomers was led by Joydeep
Bagchi of Inter-University Center
for Astronomy and Astrophysics
(IUCAA), Pune, which used data
from the Sloan Digital Sky Survey.

The discovery is forcing as-
tronomers to rethink about early
stages of the evolution of the uni-
verse and it provides vital clues
about mysterious dark matter and

dark energy. The results of the
study were published in The Astro-
physical Journal on Thursday. 

“This supercluster located in
the constellation of Pisces has
many clusters and groups moving
and merging like the mythological
Saraswati river, which prompted us
to give this name,” say the re-
searchers.

“There are hundreds of super-
clusters in size range of less than
100 million light years, Saraswati
supercluster clearly stands out in
the sky as an especially rare, and
possibly among the mega super-
clusters exceeding 500 million
light years in size,” said Somak

Raychaudhury, one of the co-
authors and the Director of
IUCAA, Pune.

“A large-scale structure this
massive evolves very slowly, and
therefore it may reflect the whole
history of galaxy formation and the
primordial initial conditions that
have seeded it,” said Joydeep
Bagchi.

Our Sun is one among billion
stars in a vast cosmic structure
called Milky Way galaxy.
However, Milky Way extending
120,000 light-years across is just a
pin-head in cosmic scales.

Gravitational interaction
between galaxies results in a much

Indian astronomers
discover supercluster
of galaxies 
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larger structure called ‘galaxy clus-
ters’.

Our Milky Way is part of ‘Local
Group’, a cluster containing around
50 galaxies and measures more
than 10 million light-years across.
Recent surveys have shown even
larger cosmological structure,
‘cluster of clusters’, superclusters.

Interestingly, Somak Raychaud-
hury, co-author of this study, dis-
covered the first massive
supercluster of galaxies of this
scale during his PhD research at the
University of Cambridge in 1989
and named it ‘Shapley Concentra-
tion’ after an American astronomer,
Harlow Shapley, in recognition of
his pioneering survey of galaxies.

The supercluster Laniakea – of
which our sun, our Milky Way and
‘Local Group’ are a part — consists
of about 100,000 galaxies.

Was the Universe built from the
‘bottom up’, with galaxies con-
densing first, then aggregating into
clusters, superclusters and other
large-scale cosmic structures? Or
did it happen the other way round,
with vast gas clouds that frag-
mented into smaller clouds; each of
the smaller clouds then evolving
into a galaxy. Which model is
correct? Cosmologists are split.

The long-popular ‘Cold dark
matter’ model of evolution of Uni-
verse predicts that small structures
like galaxies form first, which con-
gregate into larger structures.

The existence of large struc-
tures such as the ‘Saraswati Super-
cluster’ evolved as early as 10
billion years since the Big Bang is
a challenge to this model.

The time elapsed since the Big
Bang is not adequate for the slow
process of gravitational attraction
to have created such a large scale
structure.

“The discovery of these ex-
tremely large structures thus forces

astronomers into re-thinking
popular theories of how the Uni-
verse got its current form, starting
from a more-or-less uniform distri-
bution of energy after the Big
Bang,” says Prof Raychaudhury.

In the large-scale cosmos,
gravity is not the only force to
reckon with. While the mutual at-
traction of gravity tries to bind the
ordinary and still elusive dark
matter together creating lumps like
galaxies, clusters and so on, the still
unknown dark energy repulsive in
nature causes expansion of the Uni-
verse to accelerate, hampering the
growth of large-scale structures.

“Our work will help to shed
light on the perplexing question;
how such extreme large scale,
prominent matter-density enhance-
ments had formed billions of years
in the past when the mysterious
Dark Energy had just started to
dominate structure formation,” said
Bagchi.

“This paper is unique because it
is a direct product of IUCAA’s as-

sociateship programme, under
which a faculty member of an
Indian university or a post-graduate
department in a college can visit
IUCAA for periods of short and
long durations over a span of three
years to develop his or her interest
and expertise in astronomy and as-
trophysics,” added Prof Raychaud-
hury.

The research was funded by the
University Grants Commission and
Indo-French CEFIPRA programme
of the Department of Science and
Technology (DST).

While the lead author Bagchi
and co-author Raychaudhury are
from IUCAA, other researchers are
Dr Prakash Sarkar (National Insti-
tute of Technology, Jamshedpur
postdoctoral fellow at IUCAA),
Shishir Sankhyayan (undergradu-
ate student at Indian Institute of
Science Education and Research,
Pune), Pratik Dabhade (Research
Fellow at IUCAA) and Dr Joe
Jacob (Newman College,
Thodupuzha, Kerala).
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Pink Pagdi has been presented
with the Event Excellence
Award-2017 in the category

of Best Event of the Year, while
Akarshana Events has won the
award in the category of The Beat
Birthday Party Organiser and
Impulse India Events has bagged
the award in the category of Green
and Sustainable Event and also in
the category of The Best Event
Manager Corporate.

The third edition of the Event
Excellence Awards-2017 awards
presentation organized by the
Telangana Chamber of Events In-
dustry (TCEI) was held at Hitex on
July 25. 

Joseph Sunder has won the
award in the category of best

fashion show organizer while Mitu
Sharma of Sarna Creations won the
award in the category of Best Event
for Social Cause.

Three lifetime achievement
awards were presented, while the
best amusement center award has
been presented to Fort Grand and
best resort for events award has
been presented to Palm Exotica.
The best convention center award
has been won by Sandhya Conven-
tion. Over 50 categories of Pearl of
Hyderabad awards were also pre-
sented on the occasion. 

Five Jade Awards were pre-
sented to Ramesh Adda of planet
production services, T K Dhar of
Dhar Decorators, Kishan Agarwal
of  Classical Gardens and Atul
Metha of Atul Caterers .

TCEI president Surath Singh

Malhotra and general secretary
Neeraj Thakur said the excellence
awards have been initiated to give
the event industry a boost and help
its professionals organize them-
selves into a group to tap the poten-
tial and take forward the Rs
800crore event industry in the state
to the next level. 

TCEI, a not for profit profes-
sional trade body, is an umbrella
organization of event managers,
wedding planners, entertainers, ex-
hibitions, sound, light, video, pro-
duction, venues, caterers and other
facilitators.  

Deputy chief minister,
Mahmood Ali, legislators, Jaffer
Hussain, Shabbir Ali, IT secretary
to government of Telangana,
Jayesh Ranjan and others graced
the occasion. 

Event Excellence Awards-2017
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Telangana Joint Action Committee (TJAC) chair-
man, Prof. M Kodandaram has said that an
unswerving struggle would be carried out to

ensure the welfare and development of the Telangana
people. Awareness would be created in the masses
through sustained campaign to achieve the goals, he said
and asked the TRS government to work for common good
keeping aside selfish ends.

In an exclusive interview with The News, Kodandaram
alleged that the TRS government has miserably failed in giving
fulfilling the aspirations of the people. He advised the chief min-
ister K Chandrasekhar Rao to focus on public welfare instead of
wasting the resources on decimating the voices against the anti-
people policies of the government. 

“Nobody can destabilize TJAC since it is the voice of the
people. In fact, TJAC is the protective fence around TRS and if the
latter attempts to remove the fence then the existence of the TRS will
be in danger,” he said adding the TRS will have to face the same con-
sequences as the Andhra rulers if it continues its anti-people policies.

Kodandaram alleged that personal agenda has been the top pri-
ority for KCR in the last three years of rule and the people of Telan-
gana have been left to lurch. TRS leaders and elected representatives
had been busy bagging contracts, distributing shares and commissions,
land scams, settlements and other frauds. 

People are becoming restive since there none to care for their problems
and the chief minister will realize this only if he goes to public leaving his
Pragati Bhavan. Kodandaram cautioned that people cannot be kept quiet
for long if the TRS continues with its anti-people and anti-democratic poli-

Our aim is to
provide
alternative
political
platform 

Will change the rulers if the rule does not change
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cies. The TJAC chairman said people were wonder-
ing whether elected representatives and ministers
exist in the TRS government since only four people
were ruling the roost. 

Coming down heavily on the government for
political interference at every stage, Kodandaram
alleged that the welfare schemes were not reaching
the actual beneficiaries. All the benefits were being
given only to the TRS party members and their fol-
lowers leaving the common people high and dry.
He demanded that political interference
should come to an end.

Criticizing the corruption
in irrigation projects, he
alleged that the irrigation
project works have
become epitome of
misappropriation of
funds and sharing
commission in
corruption
money. Mission
Bhageeratha and
Mission
Kakatiya were
only aimed at
filling the coffers
of TRS leaders and
Andhra contractors,
he alleged. 

In the garb of new
projects, re-engineering
and re-designing, the TRS
government was looting public
money and nothing was being
done to provide water for irrigation and
drinking purposes in the drought hit areas. Instead,
estimation is being increased to show huge budget
and borrowing on a huge scale thereby forcing the
future generations into debt burden, he said.

Though Telangana state has come into existence
and Telangana leaders have become the rulers, a
farsighted agriculture policy has not been formu-
lated. Instead of providing income guarantee for the
farmers, the TRS government has been trying to
appease the farmers with free fertilizer scheme. The
scheme is useful for the TRS as an election propa-
ganda material but brings no good for the farmers,
he alleged. 

Kodandaram alleged that the TRS government
lacks a proper policy in providing employment for

the locals, which is one of the aspirations of the
Telangana people. He demanded that the govern-
ment should announce a calendar for recruitment of
youth into various jobs. He also alleged that the
government colluded with corporate organizations
for commissions but failed to provide employment
for the youth. 

The TJAC chairman deplored removal of
dharna chowk. He alleged that the undemocratic
decision was taken to safeguard the interests of real

estate companies and contractors. He reiter-
ated that the TJAC would fight to the

end against the decision of the
government.

Kodandaram alleged that
the TRS government was
following in the footsteps
of the Andhra rulers by
announcing Regional
Ring Road (RRR) on
the same lines of
Outer Ring Road
(ORR). The RRR is
aimed only to bring
huge financial
benefit for TRS
leaders and contrac-
tors, while common
people will have
nothing to gain from the

project, he said.
He alleged that the gov-

ernment was resorting to crimi-
nal waste of public money by

carrying out a campaign in the name of
‘Bangaru Telangana’. He advised the gov-

ernment to spend the money to improve the living
standards of common people by improving the
basic amenities. 

He said the TJAC will stand by the people and
play an important role in the coming elections. He
cautioned the TRS not to forget the fact that it came
to power making use of the TJAC fence and any
attempt to damaging the fence will have direct
bearing on the TRS prospects. 

Since the TRS was not ready to pay heed to the
TJAC advise, it would now create awareness
among the people and the ‘Spoorthi Yatra’ is one
such programme to create awareness. The TJAC
will now strive to throw out the TRS from power in
the 2019 elections.
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Born and brought up in Hy-
derabad, Konda Kavitha
Reddy belongs to a conser-

vative family. Fabrics, weaves and
fashion were her interest since
childhood. Driven by this passion
she set out to pursue her career in
Fashion. 

With multiple academic credits,
Kavitha has been contributing to
the fashion industry for more than
two decades. While she explored
the fashion industry, she realised
that her heart was in the weaves. 

With PM Narendra Modi
calling out for "Swadeshi," there
has been a wave in the fashion in-
dustry to bring back the handlooms
and weaves that establish the
Indian heritage and also provide a
livelihood for various artisans and
preserve our culture.  Amidst this
wave, Kavitha decided to tread the
unchartered path by launching her
label "Raatnam." 

Raatnam is one of its kind store
that explores Khaadi deep and wide
thus making it a fashion wear. In
addition, Raatnam has been en-
couraging interested weavers by
giving training and thus creating
livelihoods. 

Raatnam believes the true
mantra of fashion is “being
unique.” Therefore, Raatnam be-
lieves in customization and made
to order concept. 

From styling professionals,
HNIs and various other dear ones,
Kavitha has managed to launch
Khaadi on a National platform
through Miss India contestant
Simran Choudhary.

“I have had the honor of
wearing one of Kavitha Konda

Reddy's designs for my national
costume round at FBB Colors
Femina Miss India 2017”, says
Simran.

Apart from being a passionate
designer, she is a caring wife and

daunting mother. With complete
support from her husband in her
professional endeavor, Kavitha
juggles between her professional
commitments and personal inter-
ests with complete ease. 

Driven by passion for weaves…
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It was a case of 'so near and yet
so far' for India as they suffered
a spectacular middle and lower

order batting collapse to lose by
nine runs to England in a nail-
biting final of the ICC Women's
World Cup here on Sunday.

This was the fourth World Cup
title for the English girls. They had
earlier emerged champions in
1973, 1993 and 2009.

They are second most success-
ful nation in this tournament after
Australia who have seven titles to
their name.

It was deja vu for India as this
is the second time they have fallen
at the final hurdle. They had lost by
98 runs to Australia in the final of
the 2005 edition. 

Electing to bat first, England
produced a competitive total of 228
for seven in their 50 overs.

The Indian eves rode on half-
centuries from opener Punam Raut
and Harmanpreet Kaur to almost
overhaul the target. 

Raut played a crucial knock,
guiding the Indian innings right
from the start and almost batted till
the end. She was the highest scorer
among the Indians with 86 runs

from 115 balls with four bound-
aries and a six. By the time she was
trapped leg before by England
pacer Anya Shrubsole, India were
in sight of victory, needing 38 runs
from 41 balls.

The in-form Harmanpreet pro-
duced a solid innings of 51 runs,
with three boundaries and two hits
into the stands studding her 80-ball
stay in the middle.

Punam and Harmanpreet added
95 runs between them in 128 balls
and helped to steady the Indian
innings following the loss of two
early wickets.

However, the Indian eves

India lose ICC Women's
World Cup final to England
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seemed to los their wits towards the
end, losing seven wickets for just
28 runs to be all out for 219 runs in
48.4 overs.

Anya turned the match in
England's favour with figures of
6/46 in her 9.4 overs including the
crucial wickets of Punam, Smriti
Mandhana, Harmanpreet and
Jhulan Goswami. 

Anya, who was adjudged the
player of the match, displayed ex-
cellent swing and control to trouble
the Indian batters.

The Indians were off to a rocky
start when Anya displaced the off-
stump of experienced opener
Smriti Mandhana with an excellent
delivery in the second over.

India skipper Mithali Raj
seemed to be in good touch during
her 31-ball knock which produced
17 runs. But she fell victim to a
piece of miscommunication with
Punam and was run out, stranded
virtually miles out of her crease.

That saw Harmanpreet join
Punam in the middle and the duo
battled steadily to almost take the
match away from the hosts.

At one point, it seemed that the
Indians will canter away to an easy

victory and lift their maiden World
Cup title.

But the match was destined to
turn on its head.

Harmanpreet, who was going
great guns, fell to a poor shot when
she tried to loft a delivery from
England spinner Alex Hartley over
the on-side but could only manage
to offer a comfortable catch to
Tammy Beaumont at square leg.

Punam continued to anchor the
innings, putting together a stand of
53 runs along with Veda Krishna-
murthy. But her dismissal in the
43rd over saw the Indian eves go
into a tailspin.

Sushma Verma was bowled by
Alex in the very next over as the
tide started to turn in the hosts'
favour.

Veda, who played a series of
rash shots in her effort to get the
run rate going finally paid the price
when yet another ill-timed lofted
shot handed Anya her third wicket.

Anya handed Jhulan a golden
duck in the very next over to bring
the home supporters onto their feet.
The dangerous Jhulan was the last
recognised batter in the Indian line-
up and her departure virtually

sealed the fate of the match and the
trophy.

Earlier, England posted a com-
petitive total in their 50 overs.
Natalie Sciver (51), Sarah Taylor
(45) and Katherine Brunt (34) were
the major contributors for England.

For India, who are playing their
second final till date, veteran pacer
Jhulan Goswami bagged 3/23,
while spinner Poonam Yadav took
2/36.

After opting to bat, Lauren
Winfield (24) and Tammy Beau-
mont (23) provided the hosts a
strong start, putting up 47 runs for
the opening wicket. While Indian
pace ace Jhulan kept it tight from
one end, Sikha Pandey leaked 28
runs in her first spell of four overs.

India bagged England's first
wicket when left-arm spinner Ra-
jeshwari Gayakwad bowled Win-
field in the 12th over.

Beaumont then followed Win-
field to the pavilion after having
offered a simple catch off a full toss
from spinner Poonam Yadav to
Jhulan Goswami at deep mid-
wicket on the third ball of the 15th
over. England were then at 60/2.

Soon, leg-spinner Poonam
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Yadav dealt a big blow to the home
fans as she got a LBW verdict
against captain Heather Knight (1)
to reduce England to 63/3 in 16.1
overs.

For England, the responsibility
of arresting the slide fell on Sarah
and Sciver. The pair played posi-
tive cricket against the hostile spin
bowling from India.

Starting with ones and twos,
they took the attack to the opposi-
tion by using their full might and
power as they pulled England out
of trouble.

Forced by the onslaught from
the English pair, India captain
Mithali Raj resorted to her pace ace
Jhulan. And the Bengal veteran de-
livered for her captain as Taylor
nicked one to wicket-keeper
Sushma Verma in the fourth ball of
the 33rd over, breaking the 83-run
stand.

Jhulan struck again off the fol-
lowing delivery when a yorker hit
the front pad of right-hander Fran
Wilson (0) -- and the umpire raised
the dreaded finger.

Jhulan didn't stop there. She got
rid of Sciver off a ripping fast de-
livery in the first ball of the 38th
over that struck the pads -- and
once again, the Indians got the
umpire's favourable response.
Sciver left the middle after hitting
five fours during her ninth 50 in
ODI cricket.

The Indian pacewoman ended
her quota of 10 overs, much to the
relief of the English team.

Katherine later got good
support from Jenny Gunn (25 not
out) and collected crucial runs
before being run out by a direct
throw from Deepti Sharma at short
cover.

Gunn and Laura Marsh (14 not
out) put up an unbeaten partnership
of 32 runs to take England to a
competitive total of 228 runs.

Indian women's cricket team skipper Mithali Raj surpassed formerEngland captain Charlotte Edwards to become the highest run-
scorer in the One-Day Internationals (ODI) at the Bristol County
Ground here.

Mithali achieved the feat during July 12 group stage match of the
Women's World Cup against Australia here. She scored 69 runs from
114 balls in the match. Her innings was laced with four boundaries
and one hit into the stands. The Indian skipper now has 6,028 runs in
181 ODIs at an average of 51.37.

The 34-year-old is also the first woman cricketer to cross the mile-
stone of 6,000 runs in the 50-over format. She has scored five cen-
turies and 49 half-centuries -- her highest score being an unbeaten
114 runs against Ireland.

Earlier, Edwards held the record with 5,992 runs from 191 ODI
matches with an average of 38.16. She scored nine centuries and 46
half-centuries during her career, her highest being an unbeaten 173
against Ireland.

Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) Acting President
C.K. Khanna congratulated the Indian women's team skipper for her
achievement.

"I on behalf of BCCI congratulate Mithali Raj, Indian women's
team captain, on her spectacular achievement. Mithali Raj showed
her class in her early days of international career by scoring a century
in One-Day International debut in 1999. Mithali Raj has a record for
most consecutive fifties by an international women cricketer,"
Khanna told IANS.

Mithali
creates
history
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All-rounder Harmanpreet
Kaur's scintillating 115-
ball unbeaten 171 helped

India thrash Australia by 36 runs in
the second semi-final here and set
their date with hosts England in
Sunday's Women's World Cup final
at The Lord's in London.

Electing to bat after winning the
toss in a rain-shortened 42-overs-a-
side semi-final at the County
Ground here, Kaur hammered her
third One-day International ton,

laced with 20 fours and seven
massive sixes, to set a daunting
282-run target.

In reply, the Southern Stars
could only muster 245 against
some disciplined bowling effort
from the Indians.

This will be India's second
World Cup final, having reached
the summit-clash in 2005 where
they lost to Australia at Centurion.

India put on a collective effort
on the field as the Southern Stars
failed to get going in the initial
stages of their chase. They lost the

top order comprising the in-form
trio of Nicole Bolton (14), Beth
Mooney (1) and skipper Meg
Lanning (0) for almost nothing on
the board.

Thereafter, Elyse Villani (75)
and Ellyse Perry (38) joined forces
to 105-run fourth wicket stand that
threatened to take the match away
from the grasps of the Indians. 

It was the once again left-arm
spinner Rajeshwari Gayakwad, the
architect behind the 186-run win in
the previous match against New
Zealand, who turned the tide in
favour of Indians with the key
wicket of Villani.

It was one-way traffic thereafter
for the women-in-blue as wickets
kept tumbling at regular intervals
and none of the lower order Aussie
batswomen, barring Alex Black-
well (90 from 56, 10*4, 3*6)
managed to intimidate the Indians.

Blackwell frustrated the Indians
with some lusty blows en-route her
24th ODI half-century, which came
off 36 balls and together with the
No.11-batswoman Kirsten Beams
(11 not out) added 76 runs for the
final wicket.

With Blackwell taking the
Indians to the cleaners, there were
a few nail-biting moments towards
the later part of the innings, but
Deepti kept her calm, cleaning
Blackwell's middle stump and seal
India's place in the final.

Harman's
ton propels
India to
WWC final 
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An Indian para-athlete was
forced to borrow money in
Berlin from a friend and

was fined for travelling without
ticket on public transport after the
funds allotted to her team by the
Paralympic Committee of India
(PCI) did not reach them, according
to media reports. Kanchanmala
Pande, who is blind, was participat-
ing in the Berlin Para Swimming
Championships with five others,
from July 3-9.

She allegedly took a loan of Rs
5 lakh. "I never thought I would

face such problems... I had to
qualify for the World Champi-
onships and I don't know why PCI
didn't understand its importance,"
Kanchamala said.

She ended up paying Rs 70,000
for the hotel and more than Rs
40,000 for food, besides arranging
for their own visas, which cost Rs
15,000. The International Para-
lympic Committee appointed a
coach, but Kanchamala said he
wasn't helpful.

"I used to go back to the hotel
just with my escort and god knows
where he (Singh) used to be. Once,
I took a tram from the tournament

venue to my hotel and I had no
money. I had to travel without ticket
and was caught by the checker who
later fined me £120 (about Rs
10,000),' Kanchanmala said.

Indian shooter and Olympian,
Abhivav Bindra tweeted that the in-
cident was unacceptable, to which
MoS-Youth Affairs & Sports, Vijay
Goel, said funds were reportedly re-
leased to Paralympic Committee by
Sports Authority of India.

Despite the hardships she faced,
Kanchanmala and her teammate
Suyash Jadhav won silver medals
and qualified for the World Cham-
pionships. 

Indian
Para-Athletes
left in the
lurch in Berlin 
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Shopping with girlfriends or
wives may be one of the
most tedious chores for men.

Therefore, a shopping mall in
China's Shanghai city has launched
"husband storage" facility.

The transparent self-service
pods in Shanghai's Global Harbour
shopping centre are equipped with
a TV screen, a leather massage
chair, and game consoles, Xinhua
news agency reported on Sunday.

"Men usually get bored when
shopping with their female part-
ners, so we have provided them a

place to rest. They can play games
and charge their mobile phones
here," said Zhou Jun, who operates
and maintains the pods.

Users scan to QR code to
reserve a pod, which costs 20 yuan
(around $3) for half an hour or 30
yuan per hour, Zhou said.

Since its launch one month ago,
the "husband storage" facility has
attracted dozens of persons every
day.

"It's a good idea. My husband
was always unhappy when shop-
ping with me," said a female
shopper surnamed Wang.

A male user surnamed Yang

told Xinhua news agency that the
facility has hundreds of classic
video games, which reminded him
of his childhood.

However, not everyone is
happy about the pods. Some wives
have complained that it is no fun
shopping alone.

"Who will carry my bag, chat
with me and offer advice if my
husband is sitting in a pod enjoying
himself," said a female shopper
surnamed He. 

Zhou said in the future the pods
will be quipped with a curtain, air-
conditioning and headsets to ensure
a better user experience.

Husband storage facility opens in
Chinese shopping mall
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